
The end of each academic year 
is always bitter-sweet. While I 
celebrate your achievements of 
completing another—or your 
final—year of law school, I also 
know that there will be difficult 
days ahead. Graduates will soon be 
embarking on a grueling endeavor, 
first preparing for the bar, and 
then for the demanding practice 
of law. Returning students will be 
continuing their arduous journey 
in law school, while balancing life 
and the inevitable trials it will bring.  

As we finish the year, I want to take a moment to reflect on your 
journey thus far and to offer some words of encouragement. 

First, I want to congratulate you on making it this far. Law school 
is no easy feat, and the fact that you have made it to this moment 
is a testament to your hard work, dedication, and resilience. 

As you prepare for the next phase of your journey, remember 
that you have the knowledge, skills, and resources to succeed. 
Trust in yourself and your abilities, and don’t let fear or self-
doubt hold you back. Take each challenge one step at a time, and 
stay focused on your goals. 

Remember that your success is not measured by your grades or 
your score on the bar exam. Your journey through law school 
has helped you develop valuable skills such as critical thinking, 
analytical reasoning, and effective communication. These skills 
will serve you well in your future career as a lawyer. 

Finally, as you prepare to take a break and recharge before the 
next adventure begins, remember to take care of yourself. Law 

school and the 
practice of law 
are stressful; it 
is important to 
prioritize your 
mental and 
physical health. 
Take some time 
to relax, spend 
time with loved 
ones, and engage 
in activities 

that bring you joy and fulfillment. I wish you all the best as you 
continue to soar, Legal Eagles. I look forward to seeing all that 
you will accomplish in law and in life. 
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE CLASS OF 2023 
Words of Counsel and Encouragement

 

By Kia Vernon, Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and Professor of Law

PLANS AFTER GRADUATION: THE NEXT STEP

Dean Kia Vernon

Plans - Serve as assistant 
district attorney in 

Philadelphia, PA

Plans - Practice civil 
litigation in Raleigh, NC

Plans - Serve as a law clerk in 
Las Vegas, NV

Plans - Serve as an 
associate at Cooper, Spong, and 

Davis, PC in Portsmouth, VA

Plans - Serve as a Business/
Technology Transactions and 

Securities attorney

Plans - Serve as a patent and 
trademark attorney

Plans - Assist veterans with benefit 
and discharge issues

aaron Richards asia skyers

blake mckay

moses washington brianna george

brittany reaves

diamond humphrey
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Cameron Benton
Michala Blue
Delany Davis
Brianna George
Paloma Magallanes
Kayla Mitchell
Keziah Opoku-Frimpong
Kearra Richardson
Hillary Teoyotl
Moses Washington

2023 NCCU Law Graduates
Law & Technology Student Organization Members
Ifunanya Anikamadu
Brianna George
Malcom Lewis
Paloma Magallanes
Kayla Mitchell
Moses Washington

2023 NCCU Law Graduates
Who Have Earned the Certified Information Privacy
Professional US (CIPP/US) Certification
Cameron Benton

Bakari T. Sellers attorney, 
political analyst, and civil rights 
activist delivered the keynote 
address during NCCU School 
of Law’s Class of 2023 Hooding 
Ceremony on Friday, May 5 
at King’s Park International 
Church in Durham. 

The School of Law celebrated 
the achievements of 122 
graduates including the first 
cohort from the Law and 
Technology Certificate Program. 

Sellers challenged students to dream with your eyes open.

“As you take this journey to excellence and ask yourself the 
question, how far have we’ve come? Recognize that we’ve 
made progress but still have a ways to go. And as you pivot 
and ask yourself the next question, where do we go from 
here? You’ll realize one of the hardest things you’ll have to do 
is to love your neighbor even when they don’t love you.”

A native of Denmark, South Carolina Sellers’ interest in civil 
rights activism was inspired by his father, civil rights leader 
Cleveland Sellers 

A renowned attorney, political commentator, and activist, 
Sellers began his political career at the age of 22, becoming 
the youngest elected member of the South Carolina State 
Legislature. During his tenure in office, he was a strong 
advocate for issues such as education reform, healthcare, and 
criminal justice reform. 

Sellers earned his bachelor’s degree in African American 
studies from Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia and juris 
doctor degree from the University of South Carolina School of 
Law in Columbia. He is married to Dr. Ellen Ruckers Sellers.
To watch the Hooding Ceremony, click here.

BAKARI SELLERS DELIVERS KEYNOTE TO 
NCCU LAW GRADS DURING HOODING CEREMONY

TECH AND LAW 
First Cohort to Earn TLPC Law & Technology  
Certificate

The Law & Technology Certificate Program
NCCU School of Law is committed to preparing students 
for the increasing technology driven legal industry and, 
in support of that goal, has established the NCCU Law & 
Technology Certificate Program. The Law & Technology 
Certificate recognizes a student’s successful completion of a 
focused course of technology and law study. 

Students who earn this Certificate will have completed 
classes and assignments that will ensure the student has (1) 
studied a broad range of law of technology and technology 
law subjects, (2) engaged in an in-depth study in one or more 
technology law subjects, and (3) developed competence in 
the area of law practice technology.  
 
To obtain the Certificate, students must take 15 credit hours 
of approved courses. In addition to coursework, students 
must gain practical technology law experience  through a 
simulation course, a legal externship, or a clinic. Students 
must also complete assigned modules and lessons in training 
and assessment tools.

 

Upcoming Events

May 8-13: Law School Intersession
May 15: Summer Session One begins 
June 12-16: Legal Eagle Law Camp | Law School 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
June 19: Juneteenth Celebration | Student Center 1-4:30 p.m.
June 22-24: NCBA Annual Meeting | Wilmington, NC
June 30: Law School Employee Appreciation Day  | 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
July 25 & 26: Bar Exam

Attorney Bakari T. Sellers

https://law.nccu.edu/livestream-links-for-school-of-law-hooding-ceremony-2023-spring-graduation/


“You all don’t realize how powerful you are. You all don’t realize how powerful you’re going to be. With this great education from North 
Carolina Central University, you’re going to be able to do amazing things in the world, important things in the world, necessary things in 
the world. You all are the best and the brightest, the most articulate, the most intelligent, the most resourceful. Y’all are the best that our 
future has to offer the world, and y’all must remember that every day going forward, and don’t let anybody ever tell you that you are not 
the best. You are never inferior. You are never insignificant.”   ~Benjamin L. Crump


