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GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL 
PROGRAM

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2024 • 9 A.M. 
McDOUGALD – McLENDON ARENA

dr. karrie g. dixon, chancellor, presiding

Faculty Processional: Trumpet Voluntary ............................................................................................... Jeremiah Clark 
by Mr. Grover Wilson Jr., Piano		                                  

Celebrants Processional: Pomp and Circumstance ............................................................................... Sir Edward Elgar 
by Mr. Wilson, Piano		                                  

Presentation of the Colors ............................................................................................... Army ROTC Color Guard

Music ................................................................... National Anthem ........................................... John Stafford Scott 
by Ms. Helen Carrie Everett, mezzo-soprano ’27

Music .......................................................... Lift Every Voice and Sing .................................. J. Rosamond Johnson

Opening Statement ................................................................................................................. Dr. Shauntae B. White
 	 University Marshal

Welcome ....................................................................................................................................... Chancellor Dixon 

Invocation .......................................................................................................................... Reverend Valerie J. Mayo 
NCCU Volunteer Chaplain 

Greetings ...................................................................................................................... Attorney Emily M. Dickens 
Chairwoman, NCCU Board of Trustees 

Mr. Cameron L. Shaw
President, Graduate Student Association

Ms. Allyson F. Hays
Vice President, Student Bar Association 

Recognition of Platform Guests, Retirees and Other Guests ......................................................... Chancellor Dixon

Mary Did You Know? ............................................................................................................................ Buddy Green
NCCU Choir                                                                                                                                        arr. by Joy Gardner and Bradley Knight 
Ms. Roberta Laws, Director 
Mr. Wilson, Piano 

Introduction of the Speaker .......................................................................................................... Chancellor Dixon 

Commencement Address ..................................................................................................... Mr. Kwame A. Molden
Co-Founder and President of Springbreak Watches 
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Recognition of Honor Students ............................................................................................... Dr. Ontario Wooden
Interim Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Conferring of Graduate and Professional Degrees

	 Introductory Remarks .................................................................................................... Dr. Wooden 

		  Presentation of Candidates for Graduate and Professional Degrees 

		  Presentation of Doctoral Degree Candidate ............................................................ Dr. Jaleh Rezaie 
								                       Associate Provost and Dean of School of Graduate Studies 

                                                                                                 Dr. Mohammad Ahmed, Dean, College of Health and Sciences
 

		  Presentation of Master Degree Candidates ...................................................................... Dr. Rezaie
Dr. Arwin D. Smallwood, Dean, College of Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities                  

Dr. Mohammad Ahmed, Dean, College of Health and Sciences
Dr. Anthony C. Nelson, Dean, School of Business
Dr. Audrey W. Beard, Dean, School of Education

Dr. Patrick Roughen, Interim Dean, School of Library and Information Sciences

Presentation of Juris Doctor Degree Candidates ............................................... Justice Patricia Timmons-Goodson 
Dean, School of Law

Induction of Graduates into the NCCU Alumni Association Inc. ............................................. Mr. Andre’ D. Vann
       President, NCCU Alumni Association Inc.

Charge to the Graduates ................................................................................................................. Chancellor Dixon 

The Alma Mater – Dear Old N.C.C. .............................................................................................. Harry T. Burleigh  
NCCU Choir                                                                                                                                                       Lyrics by Annie Day Shepard
(Please stand and refer to the back of the program for the singing of the first stanza only) Remain standing until the recession is completed.                      

Benediction ............................................................................................................................................... Rev. Mayo

Closing Statement ........................................................................................................................................ Dr. White
 	                                                                University Marshal

Recessional: “Halleluiah!”(from The Messiah) ............................................................................................... G.F. Handel
by Mr. Wilson, Piano 									                            



5

BACCALAUREATE
PROGRAM

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2024 • 2 P.M. 
McDOUGALD – McLENDON ARENA

dr. karrie g. dixon, chancellor, presiding

Faculty Processional: Trumpet Voluntary ............................................................................................... Jeremiah Clark 
by Mr. Grover Wilson Jr., Piano		                                  

Celebrants Processional: Pomp and Circumstance ............................................................................... Sir Edward Elgar 
by Mr. Wilson, Piano		                                  

Presentation of the Colors ......................................................................................... Air Force ROTC Color Guard

Music ................................................................... National Anthem ........................................... John Stafford Scott 
by Ms. Helen Carrie Everett, mezzo-soprano ’27

Music .......................................................... Lift Every Voice and Sing .................................. J. Rosamond Johnson

Opening Statement ................................................................................................................  Dr. Shauntae B. White
 	 University Marshal

Welcome ....................................................................................................................................... Chancellor Dixon 

Invocation .......................................................................................................................... Reverend Valerie J. Mayo 
NCCU Volunteer Chaplain 

Greetings ...................................................................................................................... Attorney Emily M. Dickens 
Chairwoman, NCCU Board of Trustees 

Mr. Marcus Spates
President, Senior Class 

Recognition of Platform Guests, Retirees and Other Guests ........................................................ Chancellor Dixon

Mary Did You Know? ............................................................................................................................ Buddy Green
NCCU Choir                                                                                                                                        arr. by Joy Gardner and Bradley Knight 
Ms. Roberta Laws, Director 
Mr. Wilson, Piano 

Introduction of the Speaker .......................................................................................................... Chancellor Dixon

Commencement Address ..................................................................................................... Mr. Kwame A. Molden
Co-Founder and President of Springbreak Watches
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Recognition of Honor Students ............................................................................................... Dr. Ontario Wooden
Interim Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Conferring of Baccalaureate Degrees Introductory Remarks ................................................................ Dr. Wooden 

Presentation of Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees
	 Introduction of the Candidates by Deans .....................................................................................................  

Dr. Arwin D. Smallwood, Dean, College of Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities
Dr. Mohammad Ahmed, Dean, College of Health and Sciences

Dr. Anthony C. Nelson, Dean, School of Business
Dr. Audrey W. Beard, Dean, School of Education

Induction of Graduates into the NCCU Alumni Association Inc. ............................................. Mr. Andre’ D. Vann
       President, NCCU Alumni Association Inc.

Charge to the Graduates ................................................................................................................. Chancellor Dixon 

The Alma Mater – Dear Old N.C.C. .............................................................................................. Harry T. Burleigh  
NCCU Choir                                                                                                                                                       Lyrics by Annie Day Shepard
(Please stand and refer to the back of the program for the singing of the first stanza only) Remain standing until the recession is completed.                      

Benediction .................................................................................................................................................. Rev. Mayo

Closing Statement ........................................................................................................................................ Dr. White
 	                                                                University Marshal

Recessional: “Halleluiah!”(from The Messiah) ............................................................................................... G.F. Handel
by Mr. Wilson, Piano 									               
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SOARING ON THE LEGACY
In 1910, Dr. James E. Shepard, a Durham pharmacist and religious 
educator, opened the National Religious Training School and 
Chautauqua for the Colored Race and declared its purpose to be 
“the development in young men and women of the character and 
sound academic training requisite for real service to the nation.”

The institution struggled financially in its early years. In 1915, it 
was sold and reorganized, then becoming the National Training 
School. In 1923, the state legislature appropriated funds to buy 
the school, and renamed it the Durham State Normal School. 
Two years later, the legislature converted the institution into the 
North Carolina College for Negroes, dedicating it to liberal arts 
education and the preparation of teachers and principals. The 
college thus became the nation’s first state-supported liberal arts 
college for Black students.

In 1939, the college offered its first graduate-level courses in the 
arts and sciences. The School of Law opened in 1940, followed 
in 1941 by the School of Library Science. In 1947, the legislature 
changed the name to North Carolina College at Durham. 
Shepard served as president until his death in 1947. Dr. Alfonso 
Elder was elected in 1948 as his successor.

Under Elder’s leadership, Shepard’s ambitious building program 
came to fruition and the university experienced an increase in 
enrollment of students as well as faculty. At his retirement in 
1963, Elder was named president emeritus. Dr. Samuel P. Massie 
succeeded Elder in 1963 and served in the role for three years.

Dr. Albert N. Whiting led the university from 1967 until 1983. 
During his tenure, in 1969, North Carolina College at Durham 
became North Carolina Central University (NCCU). On July 1, 
1972, all the state’s public four-year colleges and universities were 
joined to become the Consolidated University of North Carolina. 
As part of the transition, the chief executive’s title changed from 
president to chancellor.

In 1983, Whiting was succeeded by Dr. LeRoy T. Walker, vice 
chancellor for university relations and an internationally renowned 
track and field coach. Dr. Tyronza R. Richmond succeeded 
Walker in 1986; Richmond’s tenure saw the establishment of the 
School of Education.

In 1992, Dr. Donna J. Benson became interim chancellor, serving for 
one year before Dr. Julius L. Chambers, a noted civil rights attorney, 
was named as the first NCCU alumnus to lead the university 
in 1993. Chambers’ tenure led to construction of a biomedical/
biotechnical research institute and a new education building.

Dr. James H. Ammons became chancellor in June 2001, eight 
months after state voters approved a major bond issue for UNC 

system capital improvements. Under Ammons’ leadership the 
university experienced a surge in enrollment.

Dr. Charlie Nelms succeeded Ammons in 2007. During his five-
year tenure, Nelms emphasized student success and focused on 
improving retention and graduation rates. Nelms presided over 
NCCU’s centennial celebration during the 2009-10 academic 
year. NCCU was ranked as the nation’s No. 1 public historically 
Black university by U.S. News & World Report for two 
consecutive years under Nelms’ leadership.

Nelms retired in 2012 and was succeeded on an interim basis by 
Charles L. Becton, a prominent attorney and former judge on the 
North Carolina Court of Appeals. He served until August 2013.

On Feb. 8, 2013, Dr. Debra Saunders-White was selected as the 
11th and first permanent female chancellor of NCCU by the 
University of North Carolina Board of Governors. Saunders-
White was formally installed on April 4, 2014. During her 
successful tenure, the university’s first- to second-year retention 
rates rose to 80%, enrollment increased by 4.3% and fundraising 
attained a near-record annual total of $7.6 million.

Saunders-White took a leave of absence in 2016, and the provost, 
Dr. Johnson O. Akinleye, was appointed as acting chancellor. 
Following her death in November 2016, Akinleye was named 
interim chancellor in January 2017.

Appointed as NCCU’s 12th chancellor on June 26, 2017, 
Akinleye led major growth in enrollment and a $400 million 
campus expansion, the largest to date for the institution. His 
leadership also secured NCCU’s historic Millennial Campus 
designation, the first for a historically Black college and university 
in the UNC System. He retired in June 2024. 

Dr. Karrie G. Dixon became NCCU’s 13th chancellor on July 1, 
2024. In her brief time at the helm, the university has achieved 
record enrollment growth, leading the UNC System with the 
highest percentage increase for a second consecutive year. This fall, 
NCCU welcomed 8,579 students, including its largest freshman 
class, as well as notable increases in online, adult and military-
affiliated students. Prior to this role, Dixon served as chancellor of 
Elizabeth City State University and held senior positions within 
the UNC System, where she advanced student success initiatives. 
Her leadership has been recognized through various board 
appointments and honors, including the Old North State and 
President’s Lifetime Achievement awards.
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THE FOUNDER
JAMES E. SHEPARD was born Nov. 3, 1875, in Raleigh, the son of the 
Rev. Augustus and Mrs. Harriet Whitted Shepard. He received undergraduate 
and professional training at Shaw University, from which he graduated in 1894. 
The next year, he married Annie Day Robinson, a descendant of Thomas Day, a 
famed North Carolina furniture maker.
   
The Shepards had three daughters, Marjorie A. Shepard, Annie Day Shepard 
Smith and Marion Shepard, who died in infancy. The family legacy continues 
through the two daughters of Annie Day Shepard Smith, Annie Day Smith 
Donaldson and Carolyn Marie Smith Green, their children, and Mrs. Green’s 
grandchildren.

Soon after his graduation, Shepard opened a pharmacy business in Durham, and 
he continued his education in theology and related studies. From 1905 to 1909, he 
traveled nationally and internationally as field superintendent for the International 
Sunday School Association, whose goal was a standardized Christian education 
curriculum across denominational lines. 

By 1909, he had decided to start his school to train pastors and educate African Americans, who were shut out of most 
opportunities for higher education by Jim Crow laws. The first 130 students arrived in 1910 when the school opened as 
the National Religious Training School and Chautauqua for the Colored Race. It was supported by the philanthropy of 
Dr. Shepard’s numerous black and white friends in both the North and the South. The institution struggled in its early years 
and suffered two devastating fires. Undeterred, Shepard would reconfigure the school and press on. He was a constant presence 
on campus. He demanded decorum and stellar behavior of students and faculty. From his home and from his office, he kept a 
close watch on the students’ comings and goings.

Shepard also played key roles in the founding of major financial institutions that serve African Americans to this day. 
He became a sought-after speaker nationally. He lent his influence at the state and federal levels to increasing public aid to 
African American education. 

He died in his NCCU home on Oct. 6, 1947. The tiny enterprise had grown to a physical plant worth $2 million, with state 
appropriations that year of an additional $2 million. At the time of his passing, African Americans could earn an array of 
degrees from then North Carolina College at Durham, including law and nursing.



COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

KWAME A. MOLDEN is the co-founder and president of Springbreak (SPGBK) Watches, a designer watch company that 
offers an impressive variety of impactful, stylish, and affordable timepieces. SPGBK draws strength and inspiration from its 
community and culture, as well as from the beautiful childhood experiences Molden had growing up in Fayetteville. His strong 
passion for education also informs the brand’s mission.

Under his leadership, SPGBK has experienced remarkable growth and achieved major retail distribution in more than 350 stores, 
including Nordstrom, Macy’s, Belk and recently, Nordstrom Rack. In 2023, the company was selected as one of Oprah’s Favorite 
Things and has also garnered significant media attention from outlets such as Good Morning America, Oprah Daily, The New 
York Times, AfroTech and many others.

Molden’s deep commitment to charity within his communities has enabled him to donate more than $35,000 worth of watches 
to teachers and staff across the nation. This includes providing watches to the entire staff at his alma mater, E.E. Smith High 
School, as part of SPGBK’s Annual School Giving program.

In addition to launching his watch business, Molden spent over 10 years as a senior process engineer for multiple Fortune 
100 financial and retail companies in the Charlotte metropolitan area. He has extensive experience in managing and leading 
continuous improvement projects, designing core operational processes, and implementing enterprise-wide technology solutions.

Molden graduated from North Carolina A&T State University in 2009 with a Bachelor of Science in Information Technology 
and obtained his Master of Business Administration in marketing from UNC Charlotte in 2012.

In his free time, Molden enjoys learning, growing his startup watch company, and finding new ways to improve himself each day. 
Above all else, he cherishes his family and is devoted to caring for them as a loving husband and father.

9
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Mr. Alyn Goodson, J.D., Executive Vice Chancellor
Mr. Avery Staley, J.D., Vice Chancellor and Chief of Staff

Dr. Ontario Wooden, Interim Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
Ms. Mary Peloquin-Dodd, Interim Chief Financial Officer and Vice Chancellor for Administration and Finance

Dr. Angela Coleman, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs
Ms. Susan Hester, Vice Chancellor for Institutional Advancement

Mr. David Alexander
Atty. Roderick G. Allison

Mr. William V. Bell
Mr. G. Keith Chadwell

Mr. Kevin Holloway
Mr. Emmanuel Davis

Ms. Lisa Martinez
Mr. James Mitchell  

Mr. Cornell Slade
Atty. Antwan Thornton

Ms. Alexandra Valladares
Atty. James S. Walker

Dr. Arwin Smallwood, Dean, College of Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities
Dr. Mohammad Ahmed, Dean, College of Health and Sciences

Dr. Anthony Nelson, Dean, School of Business
Dr. Audrey Beard, Dean, School of Education

Dr. Jaleh Rezaie, Associate Provost and Dean of Graduate Studies
Justice Patricia Timmons-Goodson, Dean, School of Law

Dr. Patrick Roughen, Interim Dean, School of Library and Information Sciences
Dr. Zack Underwood, Dean, University College

dr. karrie g. dixon, chancellor

Ms. Emily Dickens, Chairwoman

vice chancellors

deans

 board of trustees

presidents and 
chancellors emeriti
Atty. Julius L. Chambers 
(Deceased) 
Dr. Alfonso Elder (Deceased) 
Dr. Tyronza Richmond (Deceased) 
Dr. LeRoy T. Walker (Deceased) 
Dr. Albert N. Whiting (Deceased)
 
professors emeriti 
Dr. Les Brinson
Dr. George H. Conklin 
Dr. William T. Fletcher 
Dr. Marilyn F. McClelland 
Dr. Muriel J. Mellown 
Dr. Percy E. Murray
Dr. John Myers 
Dr. Charles Nicholson 
Dr. Freddie L. Parker 
Dr. Norman Pendergraft 
Dr. Lilian Pruett 
Dr. Phyllis R. Randall
Atty. Thomas A. Ringer 
Dr. Arthrell D. Sanders 
Dr. Cecelia Steppe-Jones 

Dr. Barnetta M. White 
Dr. Sandra L. White 
Dr. George P. Wilson
 
nccu board of 
trustees emeriti 
Mr. Franklin Anderson 
Mr. John A. Barbee 
Mr. Charles J. Baron 
Mr. Gail H. Blackburn III 
Mrs. Brenda Brodie 
Mr. Victor S. Bryant Jr.
Mr. George Watts Carr Jr. 
Mr. William Clement
Atty. Bert Collins
Mr. Robert E. Dawson 
Dr. George C. Debnam 
Mr. Robert E. Dolan 
Mr. Harold T. Epps 
Atty. Ralph Frasier 
Mr. J. Richard Futrell 
Mr. George R. Hamilton 
Dr. Charles V. Holland 
Mr. Hiliary H. Holloway 
Ms. June McLaurin Jefers 

Ms. Valeria Lee 
Atty. Eric Michaux 
Dr. Dwight D. Perry 
Mr. Paul R. Pope Jr. 
Mr. E. K. Powe 
Mrs. Avon L. Ruffin 
Mr. Terry Sanford Jr. 
Mr. Clyde A. Shreve 
Mr. John N. Smith 
Mr. Carl Stewart 
Mr. R. Edward Stewart 
Mrs. Kay T. Thomas 
Mrs. Peggy Ward 
Mr. Alfred J. Whitesides Jr.
 
professors emeriti 
deceased
*Distinguished Professor Emerita 
Dr. Charles L. Alcorn 
Dr. Walter M. Brown 
Dr. Marjorie L. Browne 
Dr. Marvin E. Duncan 
Dr. Helen G. Edmonds* 
Dr. W. Edward Farrison 
Dr. Howard Fitts 

Dr. Stewart B. Fulbright 
Dr. Marion K. Gooding 
Dr. Nell Hirschberg 
Dr. Irene D. Jackson 
Dr. Sylvia M. Jacobs 
Dr. Norman C. Johnson 
Dr. Charles E. King 
Dr. Octavia B. Knight 
Dr. Ernst M. Manasse 
Dr. Elinor T. Massoglia 
Dr. Thomas J. Mayberry 
Dr. Charles E. Orr 
Dr. Cecil L. Patterson 
Dr. Walter H. Pattillo 
Dr. Patsy B. Perry 
Dr. Charles A. Ray 
Dr. Leonard Robinson 
Atty. Daniel G. Sampson 
Dr. Theodore Speigner 
Dr. Marian H. Thorne 
Dr. Earlie Thorpe 
Dr. Ezra L. Totton 
Dr. Mary M. Townes* 
Dr. Ross E. Townes 
Dr. James E. Younge
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THE COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

a perspective: North Carolina Central University 
(NCCU) owes a substantial debt to its medieval predecessors 
for its commencement ceremony and academic attire. The 
Middle Ages gave birth to the academic heritage that 
provided us with a teaching institution, the university; a 
method of measuring academic progress, degrees; and a 
structure for an appropriate ceremony recognizing student 
achievement, commencement. This 144th Commencement 
is being held today for graduates who qualified for their 
degrees with the completion of the Fall 2024 semester. This 
colorful ceremony is the formal climax and recognition of the 
graduates’ years of study and preparation.

academic  attire: All participants in the commence 
ment ceremony, except members of the military services, 
are attired in traditional cap and gown, patterned after the 
attire of the monks and students in the Middle Ages. Black 
is the traditional color for all academic gowns. The bachelor’s 
gown has pointed sleeves; the master’s gown has oblong 
sleeves with an arc at the bottom; and the doctor’s gown has 
bell shaped sleeves. The bachelor’s and master’s gowns are 
untrimmed. The doctor’s gown is faced down the front with 
velvet and has three velvet chevrons across the sleeves. The 
facing and chevrons may be black or the distinctive color 
of the field of study.  The hoods recognized for each of the 
degrees vary in size, shape and length, with the larger and 
more elaborate designating the doctoral level.

The shell of the hood matches the black material of the 
gown.  The lining, which is folded out, bears the official 
colors of the institution that conferred the degree, maroon 
and gray for NCCU. The color of the velvet border on the 
hood denotes the field of study to which the degree pertains:

Apricot ...................................................... Nursing
Brown ..................................................... Fine Arts
Crimson ................................................ Journalism
Dark Blue ............................................. Philosophy
Golden Yellow ........................................... Science
Lemon Yellow ............................... Library Science
Light Blue ............................................. Education

Maroon ....................................... Human Sciences
Pink ............................................................. Music
Purple ............................................................. Law
Sage Green .............................. Physical Education
Salmon Pink .................................... Public Health
Scarlet ..................................................... Theology
Yellow-Brown ....................... Commerce/Business
White ........................... Arts, Letters, Humanities

Mortarboards are the traditional headdress. The tassel, worn on 
the left side of the cap, may be gold if the holder has a doctor’s 
degree. Candidates for undergraduate degrees wear the tassel 
on the right side of the mortarboard until after their degrees 
have been conferred.

Candidates receiving honors for academic achievement 
wear honor cords draped around the collar. The gold 
cord represents summa cum laude; purple, magna cum 
laude, and white, cum laude honors. The highest level 
for undergraduates is summa cum laude, maintaining a 
grade point average between 3.8-4.0. The second level for 
undergraduates is magna cum laude, maintaining a grade 
point average between 3.5-3.799. The third level is cum 
laude, maintaining a grade point average between 3.2-3.499.

The highest level for graduate students in the College 
of Arts and Sciences, College of Behavioral and Social 
Science, the School of Business and the School of 
Education is summa cum laude, maintaining a grade point 
average between 3.92–4.0. The second level for graduate 
students is magna cum laude, maintaining a grade point 
average between 3.85–3.919. The third level is cum laude, 
maintaining a grade point average between 3.770-3.849.

The highest level for graduate students in the School of 
Library and Information Sciences is summa cum laude, 
maintaining a grade point average of 4.0. The second level 
for graduate students is magna cum laude, maintaining a 
grade point average between 3.9-3.999.  The third level is 
cum laude, maintaining a grade point average between 3.75-
3.899.
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The highest level for professional students in the School 
of Law is summa cum laude, maintaining a grade point 
average between 3.5-4.0. The second level for professional 
students is magna cum laude, maintaining a grade point 
average between 3.3-3.49. The third level is cum laude, 
maintaining a grade point average between 3.0-3.29.

Recognition as valedictorian will be given to students with 
the highest cumulative grade point average in each of the 
following categories:

1.	 The student who entered NCCU as a first-time 		
	 freshman, and who has completed at least 95 percent 
	 of his/her overall credits at NCCU, or

2.	 The student who entered NCCU as a transfer student, 	
	 and who has completed at least 51 percent of the credits 	
	 required in his/her degree programs at NCCU. 

the procession: The university marshal leads the 
procession. Following the marshal are the faculty, the 
candidates and members of the platform party. Platform 
guests include members of the University of North Carolina 
Board of Governors and the NCCU Board of Trustees, the 
guest speaker, the provost, deans of the colleges and schools 
and other members of the university administration. The 
procession concludes with the chancellor. The university 
marshal at the beginning and the chancellor at the end of the 
procession are both attired in the distinctive maroon and gray 
gowns symbolic of their offices.

university colors:
Maroon and Gray

university flower:
White Carnation  

university motto:
‘Truth and Service’

Danisa Baker
Violet Barber
Gregory Battle
Demarcus Benson
Kiya Berry
Lon’Cherie’ D. Billingsley
John Black
Danielle Blackwell
Courtney Boykin	
Anijah Coleman		
Tyshima Collins 
Lauren Curtis
Cora Davis
Byron Dickey 
Chasity Ebron
Makayla Garrett
Trinity George
Emily Guzman
James Ham
Tysha J. Hansley 
Calleen Herbert
Jasmine-Ceere’ R. Herndon
Rotisha Herndon	
Willie Hill, III
Ta’Keyah M. Holder
Charles Jennings
Morgan Johnson
Tyla Johnson 
Michelle Jones 
Juls Joyner  
Charli Austin Kennedy
Kimberly Lassiter
Lauryn Latimore
Terri N. Lawson  
Samihya Love 	  	

Tammie Marshall
Katherine Max
Jenesis McAllister		
Jordan Middleton
LaMona Moore
Selina Mumford
Vonnie Nunnally
Sharon Oliver 
Jy’Haven Parker
Paul Phipps	
Haven Powell
Trinity Prichard
Jadieana Robinson	
Melvin Riggs, Jr.   
Tori Samuels
Nichari Scurlock 
Cyndi Shaw 
Devina Smith
Gabrielle Smith	
Rokeia Stephens
Tenae Suggs
Gail S. Taylor	
Wendy Thompson
Marshall Thompson	
Brenda Toomer	
André D. Vann 
Debra Walker
Patrice Walker
Dorothy Webster	
Betelihem Wereta
Tariq Wiggins			 
Delores Williams
Kent Williams
Michael Wilson
Pearl Wilson

hosts and hostesses

Dr. Anthony Nelson, Chair
Mr. Gijs Aarden
Ms. Vivian Ackall
Atty. Tawanda Artis
Atty. Carol Chestnut 
Mrs. Tia Dunn
Mr. Anthony Glenn
Dr. Jerome Goodwin
Mrs. Toya Daye Green
Ms. Joy Hartfield
Ms. Sharnia Herbin
Mr. Bryan Huffman
Mrs. Joyce Kovalik

Ms. Roberta Laws
Ms. Jacqueline McDowell
Ms. Selina Mumford
Mr. Dekendrick Murray
Ms. Kodi Scott 
Lt. Lateria Scott
Mr. Marcus Spates 
Mr. Avery Staley
Mr. André Vann
Mr. Phillip Vereen
Ms. Ashley Wages
Dr. Shaunte B. White

commencement planning committee

faculty marshals
Dr. Shauntae B. White, 
	 University Marshal 
Dr. K. Lea Alexander
Dr. Rudolph Bailey 
Mrs. Toya Daye Green, 
	 Head Faculty Marshal 
Ms. Cybil Haskins

Dr. Fredrick Johnson
Dr. Mijon Knight
Dr. Theophraste Noussi
Dr. Eliabeth Rollins
Dr. Tina Scott 
Dr. Maureen Short
Ms. Jennifer Thurman
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JENNIFER KNEAS

DISSERTATION:
Molecular Characterization of the Processivity Factor for Kaposi’s 
Sarcoma Herpesvirus

Advisor: Dr. Lindsey M. Costantini

Jennifer Kneas is from Northfield, New Jersey, and holds a 
bachelor’s degree in biology and chemistry from Salisbury 
University. As a doctoral student, Kneas has developed her 
research expertise in multiple fields including virology, molecular 
biology and biochemistry and has mastered a set of specialized 
methodologies such as electron microscopy, protein expression 
and purification, structural computational modeling and single 
molecule computational analysis. Kneas plans to obtain a 
postdoctoral position and strengthen her research expertise in the 
area of molecular biology.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY CANDIDATE

POSTHUMOUS DEGREE
We honor our fallen Eagle, Nia K. Johnson.

Nia’s academic journey was inspiring. She earned two undergraduate degrees; kinesiology from 
the University of Tennessee in Knoxville and nutrition from East Tennessee State University. 
She also completed a certification in sports nutrition.

As a student, she enjoyed working at the Nutrition Fueling Station with the University of 
Tennessee football team and providing nutritional snacks and information for the East 
Tennessee State University women’s basketball team.

Nia was working towards a master’s degree in nutrition at North Carolina Central University. 
While doing so, she taught youth nutritional culinary classes at the YWCA in Greensboro, 
North Carolina.

Her dedication to her studies was fueled by her desire to make a meaningful impact in the field 
of nutrition, reflecting her deep-seated belief in the power of education and her commitment to 
improving the lives of others.



Candidates are listed as of the printing of the program. The appearance of a name on this program is not proof of graduation. Only a notation on an Official Transcript is proof of graduation. 
Honors representation is based upon accumulated grades at the completion of the previous term.
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GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL CANDIDATES

COLLEGE OF ARTS, 
SOCIAL SCIENCES, 
AND HUMANITIES

MASTER OF ARTS

SUMMA CUM LAUDE  
Daniel C. Atwood    
Brett P. Reid    
Brandy N. Stewart    
Tyanna A. West    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
David West    

HISTORY     
Della R. Braschi    
Love L. Caesar    
Courtney L. Taylor    
David West    

PSYCHOLOGY     
Mariah J. Addison    
Kiera S. Alston    
Kayla L. Chavis    
Chyna R. Davis    
Sadeja Goodman    
Cara L. Green    
Eric Greenwald    
Lexus R. Howell    
Ikenna N. Iloabachie    
Anisah K. Jester    
Robert B. Johnson    
Dextiny T. McCain    
Jamal E. Midgette    
Brett P. Reid    
Tamia Tuck    
Maya A. Walker    
Brandi M. Wright    

MASTER OF MUSIC     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Lawrence C. Darby    
Katherine M. Farley    

JAZZ STUDIES     
Lawrence C. Darby    
Katherine M. Farley    
Emmanuel D. Howard    

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Donald R. Addu    
Amaya L. Bell    
Justin D. Bowe    
Courtney A. Collins    
Ciji D. Garner    
Leesa D. Moore    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Anaja L. McClinton    
Devin T. Rouson    

CUM LAUDE     
Lacresha Anglin    
Grace Onuoma    
Alonza R. Pamplin    
Tonesha Townsel    
Monica Wallace    

PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION     
Donald R. Addu 
Anitra T. Allen    
Lacresha Anglin     
Amaya L. Bell    
Justin D. Bowe    
Isaiah C. Bowman    
Tiara M. Breeze    
Dion T. Brinson Jr.    

Quashell J. Brooks    
Mateo C. Carvalho    
Courtney A. Collins    
Anita L. Davis-Haywood 
James A. Doonquah    
Branden C. Foster    
Ciji D. Garner    
Joneera M. Grigg    
Tammie Hall    
Angela D. Langley    
Donna L. Lipscomb    
Maya V. Marshall    
Anaja L. McClinton    
Leesa D. Moore    
Cory A. Oliver    
Grace Onuoma    
Alonza R. Pamplin    
Ashley D. Peaks    
Devin T. Rouson    
Cameron L. Shaw    
Shade A. Shonekan    
Kenya D. Spivey    
Tonesha Townsel    
Lawrence T. Twiddy    
Luke Wallace    
Monica Wallace    

MASTER OF SCIENCE     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Jada B. Easley    
Daisha T. Ingram    
Ashia J. Robinson-Floyd    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Deandra M. Bryant    
Ivery N. Sloan    
Jamiah L. Thompson    
Courtney A. Wyatt    

CRIMINAL JUSTICE     
Christina C. Bond    
Deandra M. Bryant    
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Jada B. Easley    
Caira C. Fisher    
Daisha T. Ingram    
Dornell W. Joseph    
Erica D. Lewis    
Armoni L. Moore    
Ashia J. Robinson-Floyd    
Ivery N. Sloan    
Marshae A. Smith    
Jamiah L. Thompson    
Courtney A. Wyatt    

MASTER OF 
SOCIAL WORK     

SOCIAL WORK     
Chavonni J. Cole    
Jasmine S. Evans    
Chelsea R. Frye    
Kazelee R. Johnson    
Rael J. Thomas    
Exavier D. Wilson    

COLLEGE OF HEALTH 
AND SCIENCES     

MASTER OF SCIENCE     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Lina M. Allegretto    
Michael L. Berryann    
Nona D. Borden    
Martha C. Bounds    
Grace A. Creasy    
LaTyra M. English    
Victory N. George    
Maria I. Herrle 
Arzelia Howard    
Abraham J. Johnson    
Jonathan D. Miller    
Abigail R. Norris    
Michael D. Pugh    
Shantel S. Reddick    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Thomas P. Bible    
Sarah R. Breneman    
David S. Mitchell    
Rachel K. Parrish    
Brianna A. Porter    
Jasmine R. Reddick 
Benjamin M. Williams    

CUM LAUDE     
Lydia A. Bravo-Taylor  
Chelsea Kalmar    
Georgette Oliver    
Marlene M. Perrin    
Kiara Sandoval    
Mahogani Thomas    

BIOLOGICAL AND 
BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES     
Marcie D. Bethea  
Abraham J. Johnson    
Tabytha Y. Michel    
Georgette Oliver    
Paris M. Siggers    
Candace J. Swepson    

COMMUNICATION 
SCIENCE AND 
DISORDERS     
Janell Adeyeye    
Bria M. Banks    
Martha C. Bounds 
Lydia A. Bravo-Taylor    
Sarah R. Breneman    
Grace A. Creasy    
Maria I. Herrle    
Meredith L. Jackson    
Abigail R. Norris    
Rachel K. Parrish    
Kiara Sandoval    

ENVIRONMENTAL, 
EARTH, AND GEOSPATIAL 
SCIENCES      
Michael L. Berryann 
Rodney Hawkins    
Kemoni Q. Hughes 

Marlene M. Perrin 
Benjamin M. Williams    

KINESIOLOGY 
AND RECREATION 
ADMINISTRATION     
Renaissance Baker    
Jaelyn M. Blanc    
Nona D. Borden 
Jamia M. Dawson    
LaTyra M. English    
Victory N. George 
Sterling R. Harris  
Arzelia Howard   
Marque T. Maultsby    
Jonathan D. Miller    
David S. Mitchell    
Brianna A. Porter    
Jasmine R. Reddick    
Shantel S. Reddick    
Mahogani Thomas    
Jazmyn A. Wilkins    

NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES     
Chelsea Kalmar    
Thomas P. Bible    
Lina M. Allegretto    
Dominique A. Gear    

MATHEMATICS     
Mariah D. Alexander    
Oluwaseyi A. Bamigbade    

PHARMACEUTICAL 
SCIENCES     
Fnu A. Dharshini Aishwarya    
Bria Cook    
Cristian E. Rodriguez     
Latifa Samandar    

PHYSICS     
Joseph O. Nduka    
Michael D. Pugh    
Godwin M. Smart    
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SCHOOL OF 
BUSINESS     

 
MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION     

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Raven N. Hughes    

 
BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION     
Raven N. Hughes    
Roddell D. Grandberry    
Gary Hooker Jr.    
Sharnae C. Purcell    

SCHOOL OF 
EDUCATION     

MASTER OF ARTS     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Sherrie L. Bass    
Elise Burris    
Kyra L. Glover    
Lauren J. Love    
Maddox E. Cory    
Katty Y. Nino    
David Rosenberg    
Michelle Thor    
Jernisha B. Williams    
Caila R. Zenner    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Andre Jeter    

CUM LAUDE     
Alisha R. Johnson    

 
 

CLINICAL MENTAL 
HEALTH COUNSELING     
Sherrie L. Bass    
Tyra M. Bryant    
Elise Burris    
Maddox E. Cory    
Andre Jeter    
Artrisa M. Moore    
Katty Y. Nino    
David Rosenberg    
Marcus W. Walton    
Jernisha B. Williams    
Caila R. Zenner 

EDUCATIONAL 
TECHNOLOGY     
Lauren J. Love    
Michael B. Render II    

INSTRUCTIONAL 
DESIGN     
Alisha R. Johnson    

SCHOOL COUNSELING     
Kyra L. Glover    
Crystal L. Kirby    
Matthew Lineback    
Michelle Thor    

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN TEACHING     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
June S. Allison    
Siphesihle N. Ndlovu    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Jamie A. Brown    

CUM LAUDE     
Jakeyia A. Ellis    
Amber L. Wilson    
 
TEACHING 
GENERAL CONTENT     
June S. Allison    
Jamie A. Brown    

Ethel Childs    
Jakeyia A. Ellis    
Siphesihle N. Ndlovu    
Amber L. Wilson    

MASTER OF SCIENCE     

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Nyasia Lloyd    

CUM LAUDE     
Adorah T. Moore    

 
HIGHER EDUCATION 
ADMINISTRATION     
Tarvars L. Denning Jr.    
Mia C. Foxworth    
Derrick D. Garrett    
Nyasia Lloyd    
Brielle E. McCaden    
Adorah T. Moore    
Tierra C. Murrell    
Wendy B. Thompson    

MASTER OF SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATION     

SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATION     
Tholeathcus A. Raiford    

DOCTOR OF 
PHILOSOPHY     

INTEGRATED 
BIOSCIENCES     
Jennifer Kneas    
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SCHOOL OF LIBRARY 
AND INFORMATION 
SCIENCES     
 
SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Anastasia M. Allen    
Carly Averette    
Elizabeth K. Ayscue    
Erin A. Barr    
Sylvia B. Beaver    
Doll Billingslea    
Kristina F. Brown    
Carrie Bullard    
Zaria H. Carroway    
Leigh Casler    
Megan Everett    
Sarah N. Fletcher    
Lianne K. Franklin    
Lianne K. Franklin    
Heather C. Fuller    
Mariena N. Gibson    
Kasandra N. Guinther    
Breanna Hawkins    
Dayna L. Hodge Lynch    
Tina Jackson    
Sagar Kc    
Dominique N. Melvin    
Emily Rose Newburger    
Josh D. Payton    
Abigail F. Powers    
Syeda M. Quadri    
Taylor Roberson    
Dawn W. Schappell    
John K. Shanahan    
Megha Singh    
Brandie Sprygada    
Brittany C. Thorne    
Tova T. Tildsley 
Winette Vann    
Zackery C. Ward    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Stuart C. Ringwalt    
Terryn B. Locklear    
Mikail Adams    
Thomas J. Butcher    
Shamekia L. Chandler    

Latanya C. Curry    
Natalie S. Goretti    
Lisa P. Lennon    

CUM LAUDE     
Olasunkanmi O. Ladapo    
Precilla A. Prempeh    
Nguyen N. Tien    
Nicholle R. Young Saint Leone    

MASTER OF 
INFORMATION 
SCIENCES     

INFORMATION SCIENCE     
Doll Billingslea    
Sagar Kc    
Olasunkanmi O. Ladapo    
Josh D. Payton    
Precilla A. Prempeh    
John K. Shanahan    
Megha Singh    
Nguyen N. Tien    

MASTER OF 
LIBRARY SCIENCE     

LIBRARY SCIENCES     
Mikail Adams    
Anastasia M. Allen    
Carly Averette    
Elizabeth K. Ayscue    
Erin A. Barr    
Sylvia B. Beaver    
Kristina F. Brown    
Carrie Bullard    
Thomas J. Butcher    
Zaria H. Carroway    
Leigh Casler    
Shamekia L. Chandler    
Naukema Cunningham    
Latanya C. Curry    
Megan Everett    
Sarah N. Fletcher    
Lianne K. Franklin        
Heather C. Fuller    

Mariena N. Gibson    
Natalie S. Goretti    
Kasandra N. Guinther    
Khortney M. Hamlin    
Breanna Hawkins    
Dayna L. Hodge Lynch    
Tina Jackson    
Lisa P. Lennon    
Terryn B. Locklear    
Dominique N. Melvin    
Emily Rose Newburger    
Abigail F. Powers    
Syeda M. Quadri    
Stuart C. Ringwalt    
Taylor Roberson    
Thomas Ryder    
Dawn W. Schappell    
Brandie Sprygada    
Brittany C. Thorne    
Tova T. Tildsley 
Winette Vann    
Zackery C. Ward    
Nicholle R. Young Saint Leone    

SCHOOL OF LAW     

JURIS DOCTOR     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Synia M. Paris    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Emily A. Darrigrand    
Jackson Valentine    

CUM LAUDE     
Sean Mannette    

LAW     
Emily A. Darrigrand    
Sean Mannette    
Synia M. Paris    
Nguyen N. Tien    
Jackson Valentine
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BACCALAUREATE CANDIDATES

COLLEGE OF ARTS, 
SOCIAL SCIENCES, 
AND HUMANITIES     

BACHELOR OF ARTS     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Tiffany C. Davis    
Jasmyn R. Harper    
Katherine Johnson    
Mari C. Davis    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Abigail Ramirez    
Zaetiah S. Collins    
Ty G. Lawrence    
Zaetiah S. Collins    
Xavier I. Morrison    
Jeremiah Hankins    
Jamiia L. Owens    

CUM LAUDE     
Gabrielle K. Hilliard    
Julio C. Perla    
David J. Fondren    
Kole A. Jones 
Marlie A. Miller    
Zora Y. Pattillo    
Dalton T. Vanwhervin    
Kimberly D. Williams    
Megan L. Bockman    

ART     
Mechelle L. Hicks    
Gabrielle K. Hilliard    
Jaiden M. Lindsay    
Abigail Ramirez    
Kalen D. Riley    

ENGLISH     
Israel R. Almodovar    
Johna’Zi Bobbitt    
De’zhane C. Moore    
Julio C. Perla    

HISTORY     
Zaetiah S. Collins    
David J. Fondren    
Kaliyah M. Middlebrooks    

INTERDISCIPLINARY 
STUDIES     
Jaki Brevard    
Brendan J. Brown    
Karia L. Brown    
Johnnie Draft III 
Cheyenne T. Hardy    
Nema M. Johnson    
Kole A. Jones 
Thomas E. Kelly IV    
Ty G. Lawrence    
Zora Y. Pattillo    
Marvin W. Reed Jr.    
Anastasia D. Reid    
Andrew C. Smith    
Jaden Taylor    
Dalton T. Vanwhervin    

MASS COMMUNICATION     
Tiffany C. Davis    
Jayah R. Gomez    
Jasmyn R. Harper    
Tiffany D. Holmes    
Khazar E. Lewis    
Ahman Malik    
Jade T. Marshall 
Marlie A. Miller    
Qasim Rashada    
Olivia Renville    
Asha L. Sutton-Fuzzell    
Caleb J. Veal    
Kimberly D. Williams    

POLITICAL SCIENCE     
Megan L. Bockman    
Zaetiah S. Collins    
Cameron D. Emery    
Chaeyonna M. Fidelia 
Zyriah D. Harvest 

Angel E. Jaimes-Valdez    
Katherine Johnson    
Mariatu O. Kamara    
Joi R. Maddox    
Iralynne C. McBride    
Xavier I. Morrison    
Donovon J. Stevenson    
Elizabeth Whitworth    
Ladarian Williams    
Jeremiah Hankins    

THEATRE     
Mari C. Davis 
Jayah R. Gomez    
Jamiia L. Owens    

BACHELOR OF MUSIC     

MUSIC     
Grace A. Brown    
Caleb Gatson    

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Desiree N. Adams    
Kasharne G. Clanton    
Ashanti J. Howell    
Joseph L. Kennedy    
Sherri F. Lynch    
Adam Schuster    
Tichina J. Sherrod    
Peyton  Williams    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Princess S. Alston    
Christina R. Baker    
Kia D. Borum    
Tierney M. Coleman    
Le’Monna R. Cox    
Te’arra L. Crump    
Ny’Asia Dagner    
Alexia C. Dean    
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Jai’lyn K. Edwards    
Rachel C. Garrett    
Myracle A. Gonzalez    
Donna D. Hicks    
Kazahriyah Hinton    
Makayla L. Jones    
Michelle A. Jordan    
Isis S. Lane    
Jonma McLean    
Kayla W. McLean    
Dominique R. Montgomery    
Jaelyn R. Moore    
Kaeyana L. Myers-Sheelor    
Madison P. Perryman    
Justus I. Pool    
Seniah D. Porter    
Emiliano A. Rivera    
Arthur L. Rodgers    
Llahir Soto-Luna    
Ny’azja J. Swain    
Kellie W. Taborn 
Jahleen I. Thomas    
Robert P. Wickham    
Alecia S. Williams    
Raquel Young    

CUM LAUDE     
Esther O. Adesina    
Londyn S. Allen    
Stephanie N. Anagor    
Aslisha S. Bell    
Megan A. Blinson    
Tiara N. Bowser 
Jareu O. Brown    
Alexis N. Cooper    
Brandi N. Davidson    
Shane Davis    
Alura M. Ferguson    
Melissa Gainza    
Michelle E. Galicia    
Roneisha E. Harris    
Skylah A. Hayward    
Lillie Haywood    
Sabreeya S. Holly    
Maia Lundy    
Iyashaia P. Massenburg    
Makai J. McCall    
Sierra Miller    
Christian P. Mosley    

Andrew Nickens    
Yasmine Pratt    
Vanila L. Pulu-Suliafu    
Brittany Siler-Dearring    
Kayla N. Thornton    
Ginna J. Torres Carbajal        
Saniyah West    

BEHAVIORAL AND 
SOCIAL SCIENCES     
Kaka Abdalla    
Mariam K. Agyemang    
Trinity Ahing    
Daniel Allen IV    
Princess S. Alston    
Yungkee W. Alston    
Dasheia C. Baker    
Atoya Y. Barrett    
Deonne M. Battle    
Ebony N. Baxter 
Vivian J. Berger    
Anjelica S. Best    
Jasmine R. Bloomfield    
Jonesha A. Bracey    
Tonya S. Braswell 
Jareu O. Brown    
Georgette J. Burnett    
Christiane N. Burroughs    
Quiara J. Chappell    
Kasharne G. Clanton    
Tierney M. Coleman    
Shalaine Cox    
Sydney B. Dalton    
Shane Davis    
Alexia C. Dean    
Charnie Eldridge    
Alura M. Ferguson    
Crystell L. Ferguson    
Shy’vonne S. Fogg    
Tranae D. Freeman    
Ebony G. Fulton    
Keara C. Garrett    
Taylor G. Gregory    
Zavion O. Hamilton    
Lillie Haywood    
Kamayah J. Holley    
Arlenea D. Honeyblue    
Bryson R. Jones    
Michelle A. Jordan    

Taranteahna King    
Amare N. Leach    
Kayla R. Legion    
Nikki Lucas    
Jada R. Lynch    
Sherri F. Lynch 
Valcour Marcellus    
Rhonda T. Marrow-Richardson    
Candi A. Massey    
Makai J. McCall    
Kayla W. McLean    
Krysta  McNair    
Terrance L. Merriweather 
Joel Mitchell    
Dominique R. Montgomery    
Christian P. Mosley    
LaToya D. Motley    
Arnold W. Nahgahgwon Jr. 
Takaila J. Newsome    
Scheyenne L. Nicholson    
Andrew Nickens    
Charles Ojibah    
Earnest Parish III    
John J. Phillips    
Johnathan W. Phillips    
Lacreta A. Pinckney    
Seniah D. Porter    
Tremayne T. Richburg    
Arthur L. Rodgers    
Sainabou Taal Samba    
Adam Schuster    
Tichina J. Sherrod    
Niger Sonhouse    
Shailendra Starnes    
Shania T. Streeter    
Ny’azja J. Swain    
Kellie W. Taborn    
Kennedi B. Terrell    
Jessica N. Thomas    
Kamari L. Tomlinson    
Austin M. Tran    
Desiree S. Travis    
Arnurcy E. Turner    
Alejandra A. Urraca    
Kaila N. Warren    
Breianna Whitaker    
Skylar A. Wilder    
Natiya D. Williams    
Y Man I Wilson    
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE     
Christina R. Baker    
Ashley N. Barnes    
Brandon C. Barnes    
Sia D. Baskette    
Aslisha S. Bell    
Katharine A. Black    
Kia D. Borum    
Tiara N. Bowser    
Robin K. Boyd    
Dallas M. Brown Jr.    
Ce Myiah Conrad    
Le’Monna R. Cox    
Te’arra L. Crump    
Gianni Duverge    
Rayquon S. Edwards    
Adam S. Eldridge    
Taishon H. Faulkner    
Robert J. Foster    
Myracle A. Gonzalez    
Jessica Hall    
Kiah D. Harris    
Roneisha E. Harris    
Skylah A. Hayward    
Khadijah Henderson    
Kazahriyah Hinton    
Sabreeya S. Holly    
Ashanti J. Howell    
September D. Ingram    
Makayla L. Jones    
Miracle A. Jones    
Shaniya N. King    
Cassandra L. Leeper    
Kyra Leonard    
Joi R. Maddox    
Iyashaia P. Massenburg    
Justin D. McArthur    
Jonma McLean    
Jada M. Moye    
Kaeyana L. Myers-Sheelor 
Jasmine Perry    
Jayla M. Poindexter    
Robert L. Polk Jr.    
Justus I. Pool    
Emiliano A. Rivera    
Gricel Rojas    
Tierra M. Rowell    
Karoline K. Shannon    
Brittany Siler-Dearring    

Aquasia Smith    
Llahir Soto-Luna    
Jayla N. Stricklen 
Jahleen I. Thomas    
Ginna J. Torres Carbajal    
Saniyah West    
Peyton  Williams    
Raquel Young    

FASHION, APPAREL, 
AND TEXTILE DESIGN     
Imane M. Hamilton
Madison P. Perryman

PSYCHOLOGY     
Christine A. Abuor    
Desiree N. Adams    
Esther O. Adesina    
Londyn S. Allen    
Stephanie N. Anagor    
Shanedra D. Baker    
Vivian J. Berger    
Megan A. Blinson    
Lauren N. Boone    
Kayla Brinson    
Aundrea Bruce    
Ke’aziah J. Bryant    
Anysa Caldwell    
Carol Centeno    
Kiera N. Cook    
Alexis N. Cooper    
Kayla Cordner-Johnson    
Ny’Asia Dagner    
Brandi N. Davidson    
Jori N. Duff    
Jai’lyn K. Edwards    
Melissa Gainza    
Michelle E. Galicia    
Rachel C. Garrett    
Donna D. Hicks    
Shya J. Ivey    
Diborah Z. Jemaneh    
Joseph L. Kennedy    
Isis S. Lane    
Shania A. Lane    
Jacoya Leary    
Nya S. Lewis    
Maia Lundy    
Aijha S. Mason-Bryant    

Jakea A. McLean    
Sierra Miller 
Diana C. Lopez Molina    
Zhane T. Moody    
Jaelyn R. Moore    
Precious N. Ndukwe    
Ingrid K. Nzinga    
Yasmine Pratt    
Tolanda J. Pulliam-Russell    
Vanila L. Pulu-Suliafu    
Olivia A. Razzak    
Zora S. Robinson    
Keisha S. Ruffin    
Ivoryuna  Shreeves    
Traci A. Simpson    
Alimatu I. Thomas    
Kayla N. Thornton    
Surayyah T. Wallace    
Saniyah West    
Jalah I. White    
Robert P. Wickham    
Alecia S. Williams    

BACHELOR OF 
SOCIAL WORK     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Theresa O’Bryant    
John Reeves    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Kimberly A. Deberry    
Sabriyyah A. Franklin    
D’niya L. Thorne    

CUM LAUDE     
Cierra Diaz    
Crystal T. Jones    
Shamyah A. Mays    

SOCIAL WORK     
Kimberly A. Deberry    
Cierra Diaz    
Sabriyyah A. Franklin    
Dynasty S. Gilmore    
Crystal T. Jones    
Alexandra M. Mason    
Shamyah A. Mays    
Theresa O’Bryant    
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Robert L. Polk Jr.    
John Reeves    
Ajia J. Rutherford    
Katrina Sloan    
Krista A. Sturdivant    
D’niya L. Thorne    
Mashanti D. White    

COLLEGE OF HEALTH 
AND SCIENCES     

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Kennedy Hill    
Emma J. Hales    
Simone B. Shellman    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Elijah Patrick    
Siya Sunil    
Diontre L. Cephas    
Amaya J. Daye-Dewer    
Andre J. Williams    
Jaron Davis    
Ryan L. Young    
Selena M. Garcia    
Brandon R. Gasca Hernandez    

CUM LAUDE     
Willow Johal    
Kayla J. Royster    
Danielle M. Sanders    
Lakiya J. Davis 
Shmea R. Harris    
Zamar N. Hatch    
Faith D. Holmes    
Devon J. McMillan    
Kayla D. Threatt    
Tyler A. Vines    
Aaliyah N. Williams    
Erik B. Cummings    
Samia Khan    
Denise M. Burk    
Precious R. Dixon    
Taylor A. Hanson    
Victoria C. Swepson    

BIOLOGY     
Jourdan G. Bethea    
Joidon A. Boddie    
Acharmanette Collins    
Jasmine N. Ford    
Skye C. Franklin    
Willow Johal    
Leila C. Pina    
Kayla J. Royster    
Liah M. Stockham    
Kenia S. Thompson    

BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES     
Kennedy Hill    
Amani Mohamed    
Elijah Patrick    
Danielle M. Sanders    

CHEMISTRY     
Nadya N. Bennett    
Tionna M. Douglas    

CLINICAL RESEARCH     
Khayree L. Dixon    
Siya Sunil    

ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
GEOGRAPHIC SCIENCES     
Travis J. Cotton    
Nina Eichen    
Barron L. Allison Jr.    
Myranda A. Burke    
Ahmed F. Finoh Jr.    
Isaiah S. Hunter    
Cameron N. Schuler    
Juan Vivas    

KINESIOLOGY     
Tre’shun Baxter    
Khalia G. Beasley    
Diontre L. Cephas    
Imani A. Chapman    
Erik B. Cummings    
Jalen T. Davis    
Jaron Davis    
Lakiya J. Davis    
Amaya J. Daye-Dewer    
Michael J. Dinatale    
Carrington K. Garrett    

Emma J. Hales 
Shmea R. Harris    
Lauren C. Harrison    
Zamar N. Hatch    
Faith D. Holmes    
Kimora C. Johnson    
Devon J. McMillan    
Chaunna Pinkston    
Simone B. Shellman    
Kayla D. Threatt    
Tyler A. Turner    
Tyler A. Vines    
Talaya A. Walker    
Aaliyah N. Williams    
Andre J. Williams    

MATHEMATICS     
Christian P. Shackelford    

NUTRITION AND 
DIETETICS     
Precious Herring    
Markayla S. Jacobs    

PHARMACEUTICAL 
SCIENCES     
Godswill O. Agu    
Isaiah S. Ferguson    
Samia Khan    
Courtney M. Weste    
Ryan L. Young    

PUBLIC HEALTH 
EDUCATION     
Selena M. Garcia    
Taylor M. Ingram    
Jasmine T. Pender    
Janea N. Rosemond    

RECREATION 
ADMINISTRATION     
Shaniyah G. Basnight    
Abrianna Baxter    
Damari K. Coleman    
Beyoncia R. Haskell    
Abram C. Lang    
Kyle R. Lord    
Elijah R. Neal 
Jalen P. Roberts    
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SPORTS MEDICINE    
Carlos A. Beltran
Denise M. Burk
Precious R. Dixon
Brandon R. Gasca Hernandez
Taylor A. Hanson
Jade Houston
Victoria C. Swepson

BACHELOR OF 
SCIENCE IN NURSING     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Leanne Edson    

CUM LAUDE     
Brittany M. Blue    

NURSING     
Brittany M. Blue     
Leanne Edson     
Nedra L. Hobbs    
Sheanise L. Jones    
Sara Kowalewski    
Sherika Lenoir    
Danielle N. Magee    
Natasha M. McClammy    
Tamara L. Moore    
Kamuanya Mundadi    
Michelle Nyarko    
Cortney Pipkin    
LaTonya R. Robertson    
Kamryn S. Scott    
Zachary Steele    
Angela J. Talam    
Mary C. Williams    

SCHOOL OF 
BUSINESS     

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Leslie I. Diaz    
Marcus T. Jarrell    

Saadia Kartaoui    
Zakariah Kassem    
Dynasha M. Mills    
Tristan A. Parkes    
Brittne M. Shaw    
Braxton K. Simpson    
Matthew S. Swepson    
Travon Thompson    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Khoury N. Harris    
Maya Jones    
Chandler M. Williamson    

CUM LAUDE     
Alexis M. Battle    
Lanisha W. Charity    
Aaliyah M. Clark    
Teresa Herrera-Sanchez    
Bre’onna N. Howard    
Natia M. Jones    
Nashaila M. King    
Aniyah M. McAdams    
Lamar K. McIntyre    
Justice Radway    
Bryan J. Rodriguez Sanchez    
Steven A. Smith    
Jaya U. Watts    

ACCOUNTING     
Andrew R. Elliott    
Miya C. Moore    
James B. Rand Jr.    
Bryan J. Rodriguez Sanchez    
Deasia L. Wesley    

BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION     
Nehemiah J. Archibald    
Daniel J. Arevalo    
Alexis M. Battle    
Nyya N. Bradley    
Keseana M. Brandon    
Tamika N. Brown    
Tanaysia J. Camara    
Brittany Carson    
Lanisha W. Charity    
Aaliyah M. Clark    
Lakeisha M. Collins    
Desmond D. Crosby    

Nehemiah K. Cross    
Leslie I. Diaz    
N’kyia H. Dumpson    
Zaid A. El Baroudi    
Jamar M. Frink    
Jessica M. Green    
Sirr J. Green 
Abubakr Hafiz    
D Niyah D. Hamilton    
Khoury N. Harris    
Teresa Herrera-Sanchez    
Bre’onna N. Howard    
Sanaa A. Huling    
Ariyona G. Jackson    
Epiphanie L. Jackson    
Nichelle J. James    
Kiya A. Jamison    
Marcus T. Jarrell    
Maya Jones    
Natia M. Jones     
Saadia Kartaoui    
Zakariah Kassem    
Nashaila M. King    
Brandon Lopez-Martinez    
Gloria M. Materanya    
Aniyah M. McAdams    
Lamar K. McIntyre    
Dynasha M. Mills    
Jamyia L. Mitchell    
Zhane T. Moody    
Tania A. Moore    
Wesley M. Moryas    
Rianna N. Munn    
Olufemi O. Onisarotu    
Jazmin M. Parker    
Tristan A. Parkes    
Lacy J. Pickens    
Albanie T. Pugh    
Lateisha T. Pulley    
Justice Radway    
Davius Richard    
Santana Ridgell Bomar    
Breanna N. Sampson    
Arica D. Scott    
Brittne M. Shaw    
Andrew M. Shepherd    
Roberto C. Sibrian    
Braxton K. Simpson    
Steven A. Smith    
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Raynesha S. Staton    
Matthew S. Swepson    
John W. Thaniel III    
Brenton Thomas    
Travon Thompson    
Antoine D. Washington Jr.    
Jaya U. Watts    
Nyasia L. Williams    
Chandler M. Williamson    

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Ahmad M. Hannini    
Matthew S. Swepson    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Jibran M. Abdeen    
Hanane S. Abkar    

CUM LAUDE     
Omari O. Bethea    
Axel O. Callejas Ramirez    
Randolph Esquivel-Saucedo    
Hope A. Flowers    
James Melvin    
Jacob I. Patton    
Jaelyn A. Stewart    
Kayauna L. Thomas    

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
AND BUSINESS     
Alejandra Camargo    

HOSPITALITY 
AND TOURISM 
ADMINISTRATION     
Hope A. Flowers    
Toni A. Harris    
Jacob I. Patton    
Brianna L. Ross    
Kayauna L. Thomas    
Brandon T. Washington    
Alexis A. Wesson    

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY     
Jibran M. Abdeen    
Hanane S. Abkar    
Omari O. Bethea    

Jacob A. Boggs    
Axel O. Callejas Ramirez    
Maurice Cherilus    
Darius S. Cozart    
Randolph Esquivel-Saucedo    
Hasan L. Gaddy    
Ahmad M. Hannini    
Xzayvier K. Jones    
James Melvin    
Joshua E. Pullen    
Anthony I. Pulley Jr.    
Jaelyn A. Stewart    
Mykah K. Stone    
Matthew S. Swepson    
Mckenzie E. Walton    
Cobe L. Wilson    

SCHOOL OF 
EDUCATION     

BACHELOR OF ARTS     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Samantha B. Gibson    
Christina Mahoney    
Chelsea M. Washington    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Samantha M. Hedgepeth    

CUM LAUDE     
Rosalyn Spencer    

ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION     
Samantha B. Gibson    
Samantha M. Hedgepeth    
Christina Mahoney    
Rosalyn Spencer    
Dequasia A. Tillery    
Chelsea M. Washington    

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Jasmine O. Brooks-McGregor    
Barbara A. Cozart    
Aaron J. McCloud    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Donja I. Lawrence    
Juwana Sligh    

CUM LAUDE     
Denaysia Arroyo    
Phaniah Baxter    
Macayla Butler    
Larae N. Christie    

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION     
Denaysia Arroyo    
Phaniah Baxter    
Jasmine O. Brooks-McGregor    
Asia Burnette    
Macayla Butler    
Typhanie Carr    
Larae N. Christie    
Dimyra Y. Cokley    
Michele L. Cole    
Barbara A. Cozart    
Shante M. Davis    
Danielle M. Dean    
Treasure T. Edmonds    
Alesha S. Foushee    
Shantia N. Fuentes    
Kyndall M. Hailey    
Alani S. Hargrove    
Donja I. Lawrence    
Nasiyah L. Lee    
Zenobia Lipscomb    
Ja’len A. Malloy    
Aaron J. McCloud    
Nailah A. McNair    
Desiree Mills    
Camille J. Mitchell    
Juwana Sligh    
Dinah J. Taylor    
Darius L. Williams    
Ashley N. Wright    
Delantre V. York
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RECEPTIONS
Immediately following the ceremony unless otherwise indicated

ALLIED PROFESSIONS
H.M. Michaux Jr. School of Education Building, 
Second Floor

ART AND DESIGN
NCCU Art Museum

BEHAVIORAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Miller-Morgan Building, Room 244

BIOLOGY AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 1111

BUSINESS 
School of Business Building, Lobby 
829 E. Lawson St.

CHEMISTRY & BIOCHEMISTRY
Mary M. Townes Science Complex , Room 1223

COMMUNICATION DISORDERS
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 1051

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Whiting Criminal Justice Building, Room 201

ENVIRONMENTAL, EARTH AND 
GEOSPATIAL SCIENCE
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 2221

EDUCATION
H.M. Michaux Jr. School of Education Building, 
Atrium

HISTORY
Helen G. Edmonds Classroom Building, Room 201B

KINESIOLOGY AND RECREATION 
ADMINISTRATION
Mary M. Townes Science Complex

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
Farrison-Newton Communications Building, Room 347

MASS COMMUNICATION
Farrison-Newton Communications Building, Lobby

MATHEMATICS & PHYSICS
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 1221 

MUSIC
C. Ruth Edwards Music Hall, First Floor Recital Hall

NURSING
Nursing Building Lobby and Room 2315

NUTRITION SCIENCES
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 1225

PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES
BRITE Building, Room 1050

POLITICAL SCIENCE
Helen G. Edmonds Classroom Building, Room 103

PSYCHOLOGY
Taylor Education Building, First Floor Lobby

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Albert N. Whiting Criminal Justice Building, Room 212

PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCATION
Miller-Morgan Health Sciences Building, Auditorium 
Lobby

THEATRE AND DANCE
Farrison-Newton Communications Building, Room 103
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I hereby solemnly pledge unbroken allegiance to my alma mater 
in appreciation for the opportunities for development afforded 

me as a student at North Carolina Central University.

I pledge active membership in the Alumni Association wherever 
I may be. Through association with fellow alumni, I shall ever do 

my best to uphold the ideals and traditions of my alma mater. 

I pledge as a citizen to exemplify the high ideals thus implied, 
seeking truth always, rendering positive service to community, 

state, and nation, and so to live as ever to bring honor and 
respect to my alma mater.

induction into the alumni association 
pledge of allegiance



the alma mater
Dear Old N.C.C.
Annie D. Shepard
Harry T. Burleigh

The sloping hills, the verdant green,
The lovely blossoms’ beauteous sheen
Surround our college proud and gay
Where wave our colors, Maroon and Gray
What matters it how far we roam,
Our thoughts will oft return to home
And hearts will e’er be true to thee,
Our Alma Mater, N.C.C.

REFRAIN:
Then Rah! Rah! Rah! for our colors so gay,
Dear Old N.C.C.’s Maroon and Gray;
Thy Sons and Daughters will honor thee,
Dear Old N.C.C.

II
We’ve gathered here to fit our lives
As from the darkness light revives
So let us hail, both night and day
Our glorious colors, Maroon and Gray.
We’ll ever love and honor thee,
For thou hast taught us loyalty.
Then let our watchword “Service” be 
To Alma Mater, N.C.C.

III
You send us forth with hearts of love
So like a blessing from above,
And from the path we’ll never stray.
Our dear Alma Mater, Maroon and Gray
We’ll work and fight, we’ll win our way.
When duty calls, we shall obey.
And may we e’er return to thee,
Our Alma Mater, N.C.C.


