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NCCU School of Law ranks among top best law schools for diversity by National Jurist PreLaw 
Magazine
North Carolina Central University (NCCU) School of Law has been ranked among the top law schools for diversity 
in the nation. In a recent ranking by PreLaw Magazine, the Law School proudly secured the second spot, 
reaffirming our commitment to fostering an inclusive and diverse learning environment.

This recognition reflects the institution’s ongoing commitment to promoting diversity, equity and inclusion within 
our academic community. NCCU School of Law understands the immense value of diversity in legal education and 
the legal profession. Our diverse student body brings a wealth of perspectives, experiences, and backgrounds, 
enriching the learning experience for all.

Diversity is an essential cornerstone of a robust legal education. It prepares our students to navigate the 
complexities of an increasingly diverse society, and equips them with the cultural competence needed to serve 
diverse clients. Moreover, this accolade reflects the hard work and commitment of our faculty, staff, students and 
alumni who continuously strive to promote diversity and inclusion initiatives on campus and beyond. Together, we 
are fostering a culture of acceptance, respect, and understanding that empowers every member of our community 
to thrive and succeed.

As we celebrate this achievement, we remain steadfast in our dedication to advancing diversity, equity and 
inclusion in legal education and the legal profession. NCCU School of Law is proud to be recognized as a leader in 
the pursuit of justice, and look forward to continuing efforts to create a more inclusive and equitable future for all.
The top five law schools are ranked below. View the online article at “Above the Law.”

Howard University
North Carolina Central University
Southern University Law Center
Texas Southern University
Florida A&M University

https://abovethelaw.com/2024/03/the-best-law-schools-for-diversity-2023/?fbclid=IwAR3H8RxEWbX-9Cobgud6pMk3Gc4UgHmjhXl6vt9BmwsEWY4hx0pmoqp_yDM_aem_AUO12lE6a7lBfyrj35tUxnjp8H8DFyasDZ2zC5V8ST0Sbr6v4UA31tySZXaPsNNBegjTtYanQqn5QuiytDmBosQe


Attorney Chazle’ Woodley ‘22 delivered inspiring remarks to faculty, staff and 
students during the annual Women’s Law Caucus Tea and faculty appreciation. The program was held on Tuesday, April 9. 
Professor Dana G. Jones ‘97 was presented the Cheryl Amana-Burris Award. 

Women’s Law Caucus Tea

At the outset of the 2023-2024 academic year, NCCU School of Law proudly joined UNC Law School and Campbell 
University Norman Adrian Wiggins School of Law in the esteemed McIntyre-Whichard Legal Fellows Program. 
Established by Congressman Mike McIntyre and Justice Whichard at UNC-Chapel Hill, the program aims to foster 
mentorship partnerships between law students and legal professionals, focusing on both professional and spiritual 
growth. 

On April 3, 2024, the Law School hosted the McIntyre-Whichard Legal Fellows Program for the final dinner, marking the 
conclusion of this year’s cohort. The evening commenced with prayer led by Justice Whichard. Dean Patricia Timmons-
Goodson served as guest speaker, offering words of encouragement on the pursuit of excellence. Congressman Mike 
McIntyre concluded the dinner with heartfelt remarks to the mentors and Legal Fellows, followed by a closing prayer. The 
Legal Fellows were presented certificates marking the completion of their year-long journey. This year’s cohort included 
the inaugural Legal Fellows, mentors, and a student leader from NCCU School of Law. 

The 2024 McIntyre-Whichard NCCU School of Law Legal Fellows are: Lateef Manigault, Zacchaeus West, Cassady Lake, 
Denise Bennett, Kylie Kellie, Desiree Brown, Mya Gray, Sheila Rodriguez, Aimee Bickers, Katelyn Riddle, Cynthia Byrd, 
Mikaela Woodard, Tavaria Smith and Ruth Avellan. Professors Ansel Brown, Dana G. Jones ‘97, Kevin Lee, and Lakeitha 
Jefferies ‘09, director of the Pro Bono Clinic served as mentors. Jason M. Roberts, 3L, served on the McIntyre-Whichard 
leadership council as student director for the Law School.

McIntyre-Whichard Legal Fellows Program
By Jason M. Roberts 3L

2



 

Legal Clinic Fair

April 12: Immigration and the Migration of Tech in the Legal 
Field | NCCU Student Center
April 14: CLSA Fest | Law School Patio
April 15: Student Awards Ceremony | Moot Courtroom
April 16: Health Law Symposium | Great Hall
April 17: Fair Housing in Durham The ‘Act’ in Action | Great Hall
April 21: “Late Night” Breakfast Study Break | Classroom 202

April Events

On March 20, the Clinical Legal Education Program (CLEP) 
at NCCU School of Law hosted an engaging Legal Fair 
tailored for 1L and 2L law students. 

The event was a dynamic blend of informative sessions and 
interactive games, providing students with invaluable insights 
into the array of legal clinics offered at the Law School. From 
lively discussions to hands-on activities, attendees had the 
opportunity to explore various practice areas and discover 
the enriching experiences awaiting them. 

The Legal Clinic Fair not only showcased the range of the 
School of Law’s clinical offerings, it reflects the CLEP’s 
commitment to providing practical, experiential learning 
opportunities that equip students with the skills and 
knowledge needed to excel in their legal careers.
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The NCCU School of Law Civil Litigation Clinic (CLC) 
continues our work defending residents facing eviction, 
and vindicating the civil rights of victims of police 
misconduct and prisoners facing unconstitutional living 
conditions. Over spring break, two clinic students 
finished a four-day trial on behalf of our client who lived 
in uninhabitable conditions and faced retaliatory eviction. 
They won a judgment in excess of $20,000 for the client.
 
CLC students settled a police brutality case against the 
City of Salisbury police department for $125,000. They 
have also continued to work on a case involving the 
violation of protesters’ First Amendment rights. In these 
cases, students are learning how to litigate civil rights 
actions under 42 U.S.C. Sec 1983. They get experience 
with complex federal litigation, drafting a complaint, 
taking depositions, and responding to claims of qualified 
immunity.  The CLC is also investigating a failure to 
protect a pre-trial detainee from attack while in jail 
awaiting trial, and several questionable police detentions.
 
CLC students learn what it means to be a community 
lawyer. By collecting data, working with community 
organizers, advocating for policy changes, and 
representing clients, The CLC students continue our 
tradition of community lawyering in Durham and in North 
Carolina. The CLC welcomes donations designated to 
the NCCU School of Law Clinical Education Program 
for litigation costs to pay for depositions and expert 
testimony in these cases. 

There is no law school budget provided for these kinds 
of costs, so students in the CLC are only able to get the 
experience of taking cases which involve deposition 
transcripts with these kinds of donations and from court 
ordered attorney’s fees awards. 

Clinic Corner 
By Scott Holmes, director and senior clinical professor and supervising 
attorney for NCCU School of Law Civil Litigation Clinic   

Legal Career Fair
The Office of Career Services and Professional 
Development hosted their annual career fair on April 4. 
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Charles Hamilton Houston Lecture
85th Anniversary Showcase - April 2

In commemoration of its 85th anniversary, the Law School  
hosted the Charles Hamilton Houston Law Lecture, 
featuring the distinguished Professor Irving L. Joyner.  
The lecture took place on Tuesday, April 2, in the Great Hall. 

A familiar voice in legal discourse, Professor Joyner serves 
as a regular commentator for local, state, and national 
media outlets. His insights, particularly in areas of criminal 
law and procedure, politics, civil rights, and racial justice, 
have earned him acclaim. He is also recognized as the 
co-host of the widely praised Legal Eagle Review, 
broadcasted on WNCU 90.7 FM.

Professor Joyner’s appointment in 2021, as the Charles 
Hamilton Houston Endowed Chair underscores his 
dedication to advancing the principles espoused by the 
late attorney. Charles Hamilton Houston, an iconic figure in 
American legal history, profoundly influenced the landscape 
of civil rights. As the first general counsel for the NAACP, 
he blazed trails as a legal strategist, instrumental in 
dismantling racial segregation. His mentorship of luminaries 
like Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall epitomizes 
his commitment to nurturing future generations of African 
American lawyers.

Congratulations to Naiya Dalce (2L) for completing the 
NFL Experienceship program. The hands-on program 
offered invaluable learning and networking opportunities 
for students, delving into the legal intricacies of sports. 
Naiya, the only law student, represented NCCU School 
of Law, alongside teammates from Howard University, 
Spelman College, Bethune Cookman, Winston Salem 
State University and Clark Atlanta University. The team 
presented their project to NFL executives in Los Angeles, 
California, and won second place.

NFL Experienceship

Pictured left to right: Honorable Dorothy Hairston Mitchell ‘02, Professor Irving 
Joyner and Chief Public Defender, Dawn Baxton ‘98, 

Golden Legal Eagles Celebration
85th Anniversary Showcase - May 3

Golden Legal Eagles to join us for a luncheon and special 
recognition during the Law School’s hooding ceremony.  


