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Happy New Year! As we soar into 2024, I want to take a moment to 
reflect on the incredible six-month journey we have shared and 

express my gratitude and excitement for the opportunities that lie ahead.

The past year has showcased the resilience and strength of our Legal 
Eagle community. I am continually inspired by our students, our 
esteemed faculty, staff and alumni. It is remarkable to see the 
impact many of you have had on the legal system, the milestones you have 
reached and the contributions our judges have made on the bench. 
Your commitment to excellence and your unwavering spirit are inspiring.

As we soar into 2024, I am filled with optimism and a sense of renewed 
purpose. Our Legal Eagle community has proven time and again that we 
can overcome any obstacle when we work together. With this collective 
spirit, I am confident we will continue to achieve great things.

I am thrilled to announce that preparations are underway for the commemoration of our law school’s 85th 
anniversary with our kick-off event on March 1, 2024.

Since its inception in 1939, NCCU School of Law has been a beacon of legal excellence. One of only six 
Historically Black Law Schools in the country, NCCU’s commitment to providing a rigorous and 
comprehensive legal education has produced generations of lawyers, judges, policymakers, and legal 
scholars, who have made significant contributions to society.

As we look to the future, our law school remains dedicated to preparing the next generation of legal 
professionals. The challenges of the 21st century demand a legal education that is forward-thinking, 
adaptable, and committed to the principles of justice. With a legacy of 85 years, we are well-positioned to 
continue shaping the legal minds that will navigate the complexities of tomorrow.

We extend an invitation to all of you to join us March 1, 2024, as we mark the 85th anniversary milestone. 
Stay tuned for more details about upcoming events and opportunities to reconnect with fellow alumni. 

Your continued support and involvement are integral to the success of this year-long celebration, and we 
look forward to sharing this momentous occasion with you!

Warm Regards, 

Patricia Timmons-Goodson
Dean



 2024 AALS ANNUAL MEETING

Members of our esteemed NCCU School of Law faculty presented at the 2024 Association of American Law Schools 
(AALS) Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C., January 3-6. The theme for the annual meeting was “Defending Democracy.”   
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This semester will also mark another stride in community 
engagement as the students, alongside Professor Smith, 
will host virtual weekly Legal Eagle Empower Hour 
sessions. These sessions aim to empower members 
of the general public with the tools, knowledge, and 
confidence needed to navigate various family law claims 
in Durham County Domestic Court. 
 
The NCCU Family Law Clinic’s commitment to practical 
legal education, combined with its impactful community 
outreach, exemplifies the importance of experiential 
learning in law school. Through hands-on experiences 
and partnerships with legal aid organizations, students 
not only enhance their legal skills, but also contribute 
significantly to the well-being of the community. 

The clinic’s expansion plans and virtual outreach sessions 
underscore its dedication to fostering a new generation of 
legal professionals equipped with the practical knowledge 
and empathy required to address real-world legal 
challenges. 

The NCCU Family Law Clinic, 
anchored in the principles of Truth 
and Service, is dedicated to providing 
law students with crucial practical 
skills training and experiential 
learning opportunities. Under the 
guidance of Professor Katrina 
L. Smith, the clinic has made a 
significant impact by assisting over 
124 under-represented families in 
less than 2.5 months. This year’s 

cohort, including Samantha Bridges Murphy, Cody 
Dockery, Anna Farmer, Anyia Gaines, Helen Nguyen, 
Breyanna Rice, Kenisha Strickland, Ayale Williams, and 
Mars Wood, may seem modest in numbers, but their 
contributions have been monumental. 
 
The students have provided legal guidance on an array of 
matters, including 47 Child Custody cases, one Alienation 
of Affection claim, nine Paternity and Legitimation matters, 
eight Child Support claims, three Alimony matters, 
42 Divorce claims, seven Name Change matters, six 
Domestic Violence matters, and one Bigamy claim. 
 
In addition to these impactful efforts, the NCCU Family 
Law Clinic has forged a valuable partnership with Legal 
Aid of North Carolina (Durham Office). This collaboration 
includes the orchestration of a monthly File-It-Yourself 
Divorce Clinic which is led by Professor Smith and her 
students. Looking ahead, the clinic plans to expand its 
offerings in the spring, encompassing training sessions on 
Child Custody, Domestic Violence, and Child Support. 

NCCU Family Law Clinic
By Katrina L. Smith visiting clinical director and supervising attorney 
for the Family Law Clinic

 
Professor Katrina L. Smith

CLINIC CORNER
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NCCU Law School Announces New Staff Appointments   

Alicia Marks Flowers ‘08 
has been named dean 
of administration and 
external affairs. Alicia is 
a legal professional from 
Spring Lake, NC. She 
earned a Bachelor of Arts 
in English from North 
Carolina Agricultural and 
Technical State University 
in 2005, followed by 
her law degree from 
NCCU School of Law in 
2008. Throughout her career, Alicia has displayed an 
exemplary commitment to serving her community, not 
only impacting equal access to justice but also equal 
access to healthcare. 

With a remarkable 15-year tenure as an Assistant 
District Attorney in Cumberland County, Alicia served 
as an office manager, overseeing a dedicated team of 
legal assistants, victim service coordinators, interns, 
and investigators. Her legal expertise extends to trial 
experience, with a specialization in prosecuting cold 
case sexual assaults. Alicia’s commitment to justice 
during her time at the DA’s office is further demonstrated 
by her participation in the North Carolina Department 
of Justice Sexual Assault Kit Working Group which is 
a statewide initiative to inventory, track, and analyze 
previously unsubmitted and untested sexual assault 
kits. Through this initiative, the Fayetteville Police 
Department and Cumberland County, with Alicia as a 
part of their multi-disciplinary team, was able to eliminate 
its backlog of over 500 untested sexual assault kits, 
leading to the arrest and prosecution of multiple cold 
case sexual assault offenders. 

Beyond her legal career, Alicia is currently the 
chairwoman of the Cape Fear Valley Health System 
Board of Trustees. This health system, comprised of eight 
hospitals and multiple physician offices across Bladen, 
Cumberland, Harnett, and Hoke Counties, benefits 
from Alicia’s leadership. With Alicia as chair, Cape Fear 
Valley has spearheaded numerous initiatives, including 
a collaboration with Methodist University to establish a 
medical school in Fayetteville set to open its doors to 
students in 2026. Alicia also serves on the Executive, 
Compensation and Investment, and Medical Education 
Committees within the health system, showcasing her 
contribution to healthcare governance. 

Joanna Averch
has assummed the role of 
reference librarian. Joanna has 
worked in the legal profession 
in a variety of positions for over 
20 years.  While earning her 
degrees, Joanna worked full 
time as a litigation paralegal, 
primarily focused on debt 
collection and community 
association work. After earning 
her masters, Joanna worked 
as a paralegal and law librarian for 
a firm specializing in probate and estate planning. 

Joanna earned her law degree from Charleston School 
of Law. While a student at Charleston School of Law, 
Joanna worked as a research assistant for several 
professors. She worked in the law library and was also a 
Sol Blatt Law Library Research Fellow. 

Prior to joining NCCU School of Law, Joanna worked 
as a reference librarian on the Tampa campus of 
Cooley Law School. She is a member of the American 
Association of Law Librarians and Southeastern 
Association of Law Librarians. Like most librarians, 
Joanna owns a collection of cardigans, books, and cats.   

 

January 15: Dr. Martin Luther King Day Observance
January 17: Networking Like a Boss 
January 24: NCCU’s Civil Litigation Clinic and Legal Aid of 
North Carolina Fair Housing Training
February 2-3: Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC) Discussion Series

January Events

Attorney Joanna Averch
Attorney Alicia Marks Flowers

Student Spotlight

Congratulations to NCCU Law students Kjerstin Lewis 
3L and C.P. Stewart 3L, on winning first place in the 
UniCourt Legal Research and Writing Competition 
in the cryptocurrency/blockchain and privacy/
cybersecurity categories. In 2023, UniCourt sponsored 
a Nationwide Legal Research and Writing Competition 
for law students throughout the U.S. to highlight the 
importance of improving access to the law. 

The competition covered four areas of law, with one 
winner in each category, and highlighted legal writing 
skills.   

UniCourt Legal Writing Competition Winners

Kjerstin Lewis C.P. Stewart
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Congratulations NCCU Law Fall Graduates

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
@NCCULAW
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