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Congratulations Legal Eagles Class of 2024!

NCCU School of Law conferred 144 Juris Doctor degrees on Friday, May

3, 2024, during its hooding ceremony at Kings Park International Church in
Durham. Attorney General Loretta Lynch, the nation’s first Black woman to hold
the office, delivered the keynote address.

The ceremony also honored the 85th anniversary of the law school’s
establishment and the Golden Legal Eagles from the classes of ‘64, ‘70, and ‘74.
When the law school was established in 1939, it was known as North Carolina
College for Negroes. Today, NCCU School of Law proudly stands as one of only
six remaining Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) law schools
in the nation.

Lynch said, “You were founded 15 years before Brown v. Board of Education
was even decided. You were founded 26 years before anybody even heard of
Miranda rights. It was a world of Jim Crow, it was a world of poll taxes, it was
a world of literacy tests, but the leaders of this school stepped out on faith and
began the bold and the daring and the audacious mission of training Black
lawyers.”

Lynch told the graduates that the founders of NCCU School of Law had faith in
the strength and the resiliency of Black America, and faith in the power of the
law.

For commencement highlights, visit www.nccu.edu.
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Dean Patricia Timmons-Goodson Honors Golden Legal Eagles

In honor of the 85th anniversary, Dean Patricia Timmons-Goodson honored the Golden Legal Eagles from the classes of
1964, 1970, and 1974. Among them were Attorney Peter M. Adams ‘74, Congressman G.K. Butterfield 74, the Honorable
Donnie Hoover ’74, Attorney Thomasine E. Moore *74, Representative Henry M. Michaux, Jr 64, and
Attorney Samuel T. Rhoades '70.

85th ANNIVERSARY EVENTS

Oct. 7077 Oct. 76

Law and Technology

Oct. 26

Fassett Chair Lecture Homecoming Alumni Fish Fry
Symposium & Summit NCCU Law Moot Courtroom 85th Anniversary Gala
Marriott Convention Center Durham, N.C. Durham, N.C.
Durham, N.C.

Oet. 28

Golf Tournament
Beaver Creek Country Club
Raleigh, N.C.



Clinic Corner

By Stephen Valentine, director and supervising attorney for
NCCU School of Law Veterans Clinic

NCCU School of Law joins
the nation in commemorating
Memorial Day where we take
a moment to remember those
who died in service for our
country. Memorial Day had
its beginnings in 1865 when
10,000 formerly enslaved
African Americans marched
in South Carolina to honor
the contributions of those
African American soldiers
who served in the Union
Army during the Civil War.
The observation was initially
called Decoration Day.

William M. Valentine

However, since 1971, Memorial Day has been observed
by Act of Congress on the last Monday in May to honor
all the nation’s war dead. In remembrance of that sacrifice
our thoughts and prayers are with those families who
have suffered the loss of a father, mother, son, daughter,
relative or friend in the defense of our nation. We owe a
debt of gratitude and thanks that can never be repaid.

We honor all who have made the ultimate sacrifice for
freedom. You are gone but never forgotten.

As a member of the Eagle family, | want to take a moment
of personal privilege to honor the sacrifice of my uncle
William M. Valentine on this Memorial Day. He served our
nation in both World War Il and Korea. During World War
Il he participated in the seizure and occupation of Luzon
while serving on the U.S.S. KITKUN BAY (CVE-71) and
survived the attack of the U.S.S. FRANKLIN (CV13). He
was awarded the American Area and Asiatic-Pacific Area
Campaign medals.

Later he served in the Army during the Korean War where
he was awarded the Expert Infantry Badge, Prisoner of
War Medal, Purple Heart, Korean Service Medal, United
Nations Service Medal, Korean Presidential Unit Citation,
and the Republic of Korea War Service Medal.

Uncle William was a member of the 24th Infantry
Regiment, 25th Infantry Division, which was the last
Black regiment in the military. He was taken prisoner of
war while fighting the enemy in North Korea on December
1, 1950, and died while a prisoner of war on February 14,
1951.

The Slade-Valentine American Legion Post #449 in
Burlington, New Jersey is named partially after him in
recognition of his sacrifice for our nation.

Memorial Day Remember and Honor

At NCCU School of Law, we recognize the profound
contributions of our military members, past and present.

Let us reflect on their sacrifices and express our gratitude
for their service. All are encouraged to to participate in local
Memorial Day events, volunteer opportunities, and moments
of silence to pay tribute to our heroes.

NCCU Law Welcomes PBAP Cohort

This spring, NCCU Law welcomed a dynamic new cohort
of 23 students participating in the Performance Based
Admissions Program (PBAP). These aspiring legal minds,
selected for their extraordinary potential and diverse
experiences, recently convened for an eagerly anticipated
meeting with Dean Patricia Timmons-Goodson.

Dean Patricia Timmons-Goodson, greeted the PBAP
students with enthusiasm and encouragement. She spoke
about the transformative journey they are embarking on,
emphasizing the unique opportunities of the PBAP program.
Her inspiring words highlighted the significance of resilience,
dedication, and the unwavering pursuit of justice. Throughout
the meeting, students shared their varied backgrounds and
aspirations, while Dean Timmons-Goodson emphasized

the robust support network available to them, including
dedicated faculty, resources, and a vibrant law school
community committed to their success.

PBAP, created nearly 30 years ago by former NCCU Law
Professors Mary Wright and Charles Smith, involves two
weeks of rigorous study. The unique curriculum provides
incoming law students with a foundation for success. The
program is spearheaded by Associate Dean Nakia C. Davis
and Professor Don Corbett. To learn more about PBAP, visit
law.nccu.edu.




Director Nichelle Perry Retires

Jones Goes to the Supreme Court

After 30 years of dedicated service, alumna, Law Library
Director, and Associate Professor Nichelle Perry ‘93,

will be leaving the Nest. Throughout her tenure, Perry’s
exemplary leadership and unwavering commitment have
impacted not only the library, but the entire law school
community. Her visionary approach has transformed the
library into a beacon of knowledge and resourcefulness,
making it an asset for students, faculty, and researchers
alike.

Perry’s contributions extend beyond her professional
achievements; she has been a mentor, a guide, and
an inspiration to many. Her passion and dedication to
fostering a supportive learning environment have left
an indelible mark on all who have had the privilege of
working with her.

As Perry embarks on the next chapter of her journey, we
extend our heartfelt gratitude for her invaluable service
and wish her the best. Her presence will be greatly
missed, but her impact will continue to resonate within our
halls for years to come. Best wishes Professor Perry, for
a future filled with new adventures!

2024 Bull City Sapphire Award

On May 18, NCCU School of Law received the 2024
Bull City Sapphire Award, recognizing significant
contributions in business, education, and social action
within the community. Professor Nakia C. Davis ‘01,
associate dean of clinical education and experiential
learning, proudly accepted the award on behalf of the
law school. She is joined by Professor Ansel Brown and
David Williams, law registrar.

NCCU Law Professor Dana Jones ‘97, achieved a significant
milestone in her legal career. On May 9, she was granted the
prestigious privilege of admission to practice before the
United States Supreme Court. This remarkable
accomplishment not only underscores Professor Jones’
exemplary dedication and expertise in the legal field, but
also serves as a testament to her unwavering commitment to
the pursuit of justice.

Standing by her side during this occasion was her colleague,
Professor Jason Jones, who played a pivotal role as her
movant, further exemplifying the supportive and collaborative
atmosphere within the Legal Eagle community. Through their
combined efforts and shared dedication to the legal
profession, Professor Dana Jones and Professor Jason
Jones epitomize the spirit of excellence and camaraderie
that defines the Legal Eagle community.

Congratulations Professor Jones on this remarkable
achievement.

Upcoming Events

May 27: Memorial Day Observance

May 31-June 1: The People’s Convening for Fines & Fees in N.C.
June 19: Juneteenth

June 20-22: NCBA Annual Meeting
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C Qlematy of QRalphl Qemedy Fiaises

orth Carolina Central University School of Law mourns the loss of Attorney Ralph Kennedy
Frasier ‘65. His extraordinary lifelong contributions to the community, and legal profession
will be remembered for generations to come.

Ralph Kennedy Frasier emerged from the racially segregated streets of Durham with an
unyielding spirit, and a determination to challenge the status quo. His early life and education
at Hillside High School and North Carolina Central University set the stage for a legacy that
would leave an indelible mark on civil rights and legal history.

In 1955, alongside his brother LeRoy and friend John Brandon, Ralph embarked on a
courageous journey to desegregate higher education in North Carolina. Denied admission to

the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill under the unjust “separate but equal” doctrine,

they filed a landmark class action lawsuit. The case, Frasier, et al. vs. University of North Carolina et al., represented
a pivotal moment in the fight for equality, extending the principles of the Brown v. Board of Education decision to
undergraduate education.

Ralph’s legal battles were not fought alone. He was supported by a formidable team of civil rights attorneys, many of
whom were also NCCU Law alumni. Together, they secured a historic victory that not only opened the doors of UNC to
African American students, but also ignited a broader movement to desegregate universities across the South.

Ralph’s legal education at NCCU School of Law, where he graduated magna cum laude in 1965, was the beginning
of a distinguished career. His path led him to groundbreaking roles, including becoming the first African American

in management at Wachovia Bank and later serving as general counsel and corporate secretary at Huntington
Bancshares Incorporated. His legal expertise and leadership extended far beyond the corporate world as he tirelessly
advocated for the rights and opportunities of minorities and women.

Throughout his life, Ralph demonstrated an unwavering commitment to public service and mentor-ship. He was

a guiding light for numerous early-career professionals, earning the affectionate nick-name “Mufasa” for his wise

and powerful leadership. His contributions to the legal profession were recognized through numerous awards and
honors, including the Ritter Award and the establishment of the Porter Wright Morris & Arthur, L.L.P./Ralph K. Frasier
Scholarship.

Ralph’s dedication to his alma mater remained steadfast. He and his brother established The Frasier Endowed
Scholarship at NCCU in honor of their mother, ensuring that the future generation of lawyers would benefit from the
same opportunities that had shaped their own lives. His support extended to initiatives like The Frasier Kennedy
Spaulding Fund for Business Etiquette, underscoring his belief in the importance of professional development.

As we reflect on Ralph’s remarkable journey, we are reminded of his profound impact on NCCU School of Law, the
legal community, civil rights, and the lives of countless individuals. His legacy is one of courage, perseverance, and a
relentless pursuit of justice.

We honor his memory, and are inspired by his example. His legacy will continue to inspire and guide us as we strive to
uphold the values he championed throughout his life.



