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NCCU School of Law and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) through its Policy and Legislative Initiatives Office 
(PLIO) and the National Fair Housing Training Academy (NFHTA) 
unveiled a partnership aimed at addressing bias and discrimination 
in the housing market while positioning students currently enrolled at 
NCCU School of Law to become leaders in Fair Housing policy and 
litigation.

This historic collaboration, launched at the NCCU School of Law, during the 2024 Ultimate Homecoming 
Experience week, will increase education, outreach, and efforts to combat housing discrimination and promote 
fair housing rights in North Carolina and beyond. The launch event, Bringing Homes to Homecoming, included a 
panel discussion detailing the history of racial discrimination, particularly housing segregation that has resulted 
in an urban landscape in Durham, where concentrations of Blacks and Whites still largely live separately and 
disparately with specific focus on the historic Hayti Community of Durham. Notable speakers included Dean 
Patricia Timmons-Goodson, HUD Acting Secretary Adrianne Todman, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary Diane 
Shelley, Congresswoman Valerie Foushee, and Durham Mayor Leonardo Williams.

The partnership launched under the guidance of HUD’s Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity (FHEO) division and 
the NCCU Law Civil Litigation Clinic’s Social Justice and Racial Equity Institute.

As part of this collaboration, NCCU students will have the opportunity to participate in fair housing courses 
through HUD’s NFHTA, allowing them to gain valuable insights into fair housing careers and supporting relevant 
organizations. Additionally, starting in Spring 2025, NCCU and NFHTA faculty will co-develop and offer a course 
on litigating fair housing cases to provide students with practical experience in enforcing fair housing laws, amplify 
efforts in combating housing discrimination and promoting fair housing rights.

HUD Announces Partnership with NCCU School of Law to 
Strengthen America’s Fair Housing Workforce



In recognition of Veterans Day this year we honor the life, legacy and service of Dean 
Patricia Timmons-Goodson’s father—Edward M. Timmons. SFC Edward M. Timmons 

enlisted in the U.S. Army in July 1951 from South Carolina. He completed 18 years on 
active duty before retiring in 1969 due to service-related injuries. 

He was born in Effingham, South Carolina, in 1931, the only child of Rosebud Jones 
Timmons and John Morgan Timmons. SFC Timmons was affectionately called, “Sonny” 
by his family. His father died when he was 11 years of age and “Sonny” spent his youth 
in the church, working on the farm, and attending a Rosenwald school located at the 
church. 

After graduating from segregated Wilson High School in 1949, he was admitted to 
Voorhees Junior College in Denmark, South Carolina. Upon graduation, he enlisted 
in the United States Army. He served in the segregated Army units of the 80th/503rd 
and the 505th parachute regiment. He was among the early wave of Black soldiers, 
who joined the elite 82nd Airborne Division. Among his many military honors and 
commendations are the Parachutist Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, two Purple 
Hearts, and the Bronze Star Medal with V device for his heroism during the war in 
Vietnam. 

 After retirement, SFC Timmons earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology 
from Fayetteville State University. Upon his sudden death in March 1975, at the age of 43, he was two months short of 
completing a graduate degree in Adult Education from North Carolina State University. His widow and six children (ages 
4-20) continued his legacy and fulfilled the dream of opportunity. His oldest son and four grandsons served as Army officers 
and continue his legacy of military service to our nation. 

Clinic Corner 
By Professor Stephen Valentine, 
Director of the Veterans Law Clinic and Supervising Attorney

Third Annual Better Together Expunction Clinic Held at Duke University
On Friday, Oct. 27, the Third Annual Better Together Expunction 
Clinic took place at Duke University. This innovative initiative 
brings together students from various North Carolina law schools, 
including Duke Law, NCCU Law, UNC Law, and the DEAR 
Program, to foster cooperation and community service. The 
clinic is designed to cultivate the next generation of advocates by 
breaking down barriers between rival institutions and focusing on 
a shared mission of providing meaningful legal support through 
expunction services. 

Pictured are Legal Eagles Shante McNeill and Chloe Riddley, 
along with Attorney Lakethia Jefferies, director of the NCCU 
Pro Bono Clinic. 
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Reenactment of the Historic 
McKissick v Carmichael Case

NCCU Law students participated in a reenactment of the 
historic oral argument in McKissick v Carmichael, held in 
the Moot Court Room. The reenactment was a tribute to 
Floyd McKissick Sr. and his struggle for justice, equality, 
and access to education.

Attorney Floyd McKissick Jr. participated, and shared 
his personal insights and reflections on his father’s 
legacy. The panel of judges, included Professors 
Kevin Foy, Laura Matthews-Jolly and Katrina Smith. 
The reenactment highlights the struggle against racial 
inequality in legal education, echoing McKissick’s journey 
from being denied admission to the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Law to his eventual 
enrollment facilitated by the efforts of Thurgood Marshall 
and the NAACP. Following his initial denial, he enrolled 
in the North Carolina College School of Law, now known 
as NCCU School of Law, where he completed his legal 
studies. Floyd McKissick Sr. ultimately earned his law 
degree from UNC Law School in 1951.

Of Counsel Magazine Fall Edition is Here

@NCCULaw 
@NCCULaw     
@NorthCarolinaCentralUniversitySchoolofLaw  
@NorthCarolinaCentralUniversitySchoolofLaw

STAY CONNECTED ON SOCIAL

32nd Annual Stone Memorial Lecture 
Featuring Dean Patricia Timmons-Goodson

Dean Patricia Timmons-
Goodson will be the 
keynote speaker for 
the 32nd Annual Stone 
Memorial Lecture at the 
Sonja Haynes Stone Center 
for Research in
Black Culture and History 
at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

The event will take place 
on Tuesday, Nov. 12th at 
6 p.m. If you would like to 
attend, please RSVP here.  
This lecture presents a 
wonderful opportunity for 
the community to hear from Dean Timmons-Goodson, who 
has made significant contributions to our legal community 
and beyond. 

Our latest edition Of Counsel Magazine is here! Learn 
more about PBAP, explore our law school evening 
offerings, and catch up on what our alumni have been 
achieving.
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1963-64  Moot 

The NCCU Technology Law and Policy Center hosted the 2024 Law and 
Technology Symposium and Summit on Oct. 10-11, 2024. The two-day 
event was held at the NCCU School of Law on Thursday, Oct. 10th, and 
the Durham Convention Center on Friday, Oct. 11th.

The symposium and summit provided a comprehensive exploration of 
legal and technology topics. The symposium delved into generative 
artificial intelligence (AI), and its impact on healthcare, while the summit 
offered a broader examination of issues such as AI, data privacy, 
cybersecurity, emerging trends in tech policy and legal services 
regulation.

The summit brought together some of the industry’s leading legal experts, 
policy advocates and technologists from across the country. The morning 
plenary panel included a legislative panel with U.S. Rep. Valerie Foushee 
(4th), and U.S. Rep. Deborah Ross (2nd). Panelists explored the role of 
legislation in addressing the rapid development of emerging technologies, 
and how lawmakers can effectively bridge the gap between innovation 
and regulation, ensuring that technological advancements benefit society 
while mitigating risks.

The summit also featured keynote speaker Nicol Turner Lee, senior 
fellow in governance studies and director of the Center for Technology 
Innovation at The Brookings Institution. Turner Lee is the author of 
the new book Digitally Invisible: How the Internet is Creating the New 
Underclass.

Presentations and panel discussions covered issues and current 
developments in law and technology including artificial intelligence, data 
privacy, cybersecurity, tech policy, legal services and regulatory reform.

2024 Law and Technology Symposium and Summit


