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NCCU School of Law celebrated the grand opening of the Albert Coffee
Cafe, a vibrant new hub named in honor of the first dean, Albert L. Turner.
The highly anticipated event took place on Aug. 19, 2024, and was
attended by students, faculty, and staff.

The new cafe offers a selection of coffee and grab-and-go foods,
including hot options for purchase. Students, faculty, and staff can
conveniently place their orders in advance by downloading the GrubHub
app, making it easier than ever to grab a quick bite or a refreshing drink
between classes.

With its convenient location on the ground floor of the law school, and
flexible hours of operation—Monday through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 8
p.m., and Friday from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m.—the Albert Coffee
Cafe has quickly become a
part of daily life at NCCU Law.

Students, faculty and staff
joined in the opening festivities,
which included complimentary
T-shirts, a coffee pack, and
custom coffee mugs. We invite S5
you to stop by and make the =
Albert Coffee Cafe a part of
your daily routine!
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United States Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals

On September 10, 2024, the United States Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals held court in the Moot Courtroom, presided over
by Judge James Wynn, Judge Stephanie D. Thacker, and Judge Albert Diaz. Following the oral arguments, Dean Patricia
Timmons-Goodson led a town hall session, where law students had the opportunity to engage and pose questions to the
judges.

Constitution Day Celebration

The School of Law hosted its annual Constitution Day program, also known
as Citizenship Day, on Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in the Great Hall.

The event brought together students, faculty, staff and the community to
honor the significance of the U.S. Constitution and reflect on its impact on
our legal system. This year, the keynote address was delivered by Michael R.
Morgan 79, an alumnus and retired associate justice of the North Carolina
Supreme Court. Morgan delivered an engaging and thought-provoking
address centered around the theme, “The Constitution: Whose Is I1t?”

In his address, Morgan
explored the evolving
interpretation of the
Constitution and its
relevance to all citizens. He emphasized the importance of civic
engagement and understanding one’s rights, urging attendees to
reflect not just on who the Constitution belongs to, but on how it
serves as a living document that embodies the values and
aspirations of the American people.

Retired Justice Michael R. Morgan

NCCU Law’s Constitution Day program underscores the school’s
commitment to fostering a deep understanding of the law, while
encouraging future legal professionals to advocate for justice and
equality in their communities.

NCCU Law ranked second in the nation among top law schools for women in leadership, according to the 2024 National Jurist’s
PreLaw Magazine Back to School Edition. The article features Dean Patricia Timmons-Goodson and Student Bar Association
President Robyn Magee.




Clinic Corner

By Attorney Lakethia G. Jefferies

NCCU Law Pro Bono
Clinic: Free Legal
Answers Challenge

The 2024 National
Celebration of Pro Bono is
October 20 - 26, 2024. This
year’s theme is “Making
Justice a Reality in Our
Communities.” The National
Pro Bono Week Celebration
focuses the nation’s attention

on the increased need for Al‘l‘omey Lakethia G. Jefferies

pro bono services, and celebrates the outstanding work
of lawyers who volunteer their services throughout the
year.

The NCCU Law Pro Bono Clinic partners in these efforts
to highlight the importance of pro bono work and to
engage the law school community in providing free legal
services to those who are unable to afford them.

This year, the NCCU Law Pro Bono Clinic is hosting

a NC Free Legal Answers Challenge. NC Free Legal
Answers is a time-limited, limited-service representation
pro bono program that is completely virtual. Screened
North Carolina residents seek legal advice through the
online platform for civil legal questions relating to 20+
legal categories such as divorce, custody, housing, debts
& purchases, employment, workers compensation, and
wills, just to name a few. Volunteer attorneys and law
students (under the supervision of a licensed attorney)
can answer the questions outlined in the portal based on
practice area.

In honor of National Pro Bono Week, the Pro Bono

Clinic is seeking to answer at least 50 questions for

the month of October. Licensed faculty, staff, and law
students (under attorney supervision) can participate. To
get started, licensed attorneys can register as volunteer
attorneys and browse the queue of questions. Volunteers
may answer questions whenever and wherever they

like. Volunteers have the option to set up an alert to

be notified when questions come into the queue that

are related to their practice areas. Responses are
anonymous, confidential, and private. For law student
volunteers, students may register to participate under the
supervision of an attorney through the NCCU Law Pro
Bono Database.

Let’'s demonstrate our commitment to “truth and service”
by rising to the challenge in honor of National Pro Bono
Week.
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85th Anniversary Gala

NCCU LAW
Retirees to be Honored

Attorney Cheryl E. Amana-Burris
Professor James P. Beckwith, Jr.
Edward Brown
Professor Patti Bynum
Greg W. Clinton Sr.
Attorney Ronald Steve Douglas
Professor Susan E. Hauser
Gregory Malhoit
Attorney Lisa Morgan
Elizabeth Page Potter
Professor Mary E. Wright

Law & Technology Symposium and Summit
Friday, Oct. 11th — Summit Durham Convention Center
Thursday, Oct. 10th — Symposium NCCU Law School

John D. Fassett Lecture Series
Wednesday, Oct. 16th - 11:30 a.m.
NCCU Law Moot Courtroom

McKissick v Carmichael Case Reenactment
Thursday, Oct. 17th - 12 p.m. Moot Courtroom

Golf Tournament
Monday, Oct. 28th « 10 a.m. « Brier Creek Country Club
9400 Club Hill Drive, Raleigh N.C.



NEW APPOINTMENTS

PROFESSOR DANA G. JONES ‘97

Professor Dana G. Jones is the new co-director of the Social Justice and Racial Equity Institute (SJREI)
where she joins Professor Scott Holmes as they continue the good work of the Institute, focusing on issues
of health and poverty. Professor Jones, an assistant professor of law at NCCU School of Law, possesses

a rich academic background and extensive experience in legal practice and healthcare policy. Professor
Jones holds an LL.M. in Health Law from Loyola University Chicago School of Law, and a Juris Doctor from
NCCU School of Law. Professor Jones’ commitment to excellence in teaching and her valuable insights
from legal practice enrich her students’ learning experiences, and contribute to advancing legal scholarship
in healthcare law and artificial intelligence.

PROFESSOR TENIKA HALL ‘04

Professor Tenika Hall hails from Salisbury, N.C. and is a graduate of the North Carolina School of Science
and Math in Durham. She received her bachelor’s degree from Wake Forest University and is a proud
alumna of NCCU School of Law. As a law student, she interned with the NCABL Land Loss Prevention
Project. After graduation from law school, she joined Land Loss as a staff attorney and assisted with
obtaining settlements for 18 black farmers from the Pigford v. Glickman Settlement.

Attorney Hall opened a private practice in 2006 focusing on criminal law and juvenile law. She began her
professional academia journey as an adjunct in 2018, and returned as a visiting professor in January of
2022. She now serves as an assistant clinical professor, and leads the NCCU Law Juvenile Law Clinic.
Professor Hall is a member of various community-based and professional organizations. Her passions
are helping “At-Risk” youth, fighting for environmental justice in underserved communities and Sports and
Entertainment Law.

PROFESSOR KATRINA L. SMITH ‘09

Professor Katrina L. Smith, a Raleigh native and proud triple Eagle of NCCU was recently appointed

as assistant clinical professor at NCCU School of Law after serving as visiting professor for two years.
She holds dual B.S. degrees in Criminal Justice and Family and Consumer Sciences, both summa cum
laude, and a J.D. earned in 2009. In 2010, Professor Smith founded Smith Legal Solutions, a boutique
law firm which handled family law, intellectual property, and business law matters. Through her firm,
she has provided skilled legal counsel while also mentoring over 500 first-generation attorneys in client
management, business formation, and trial preparation strategies. Since joining NCCU’s faculty in July
2022, Professor Smith has led the Family Law Clinic, where her students assisted 99 families in her first
year, and 196 families in her second. Her leadership ensures students gain valuable, hands-on experience
while emphasizing professionalism and community service. A respected speaker and thought leader,
Professor Smith frequently shares her insights at business conferences and forums, demonstrating her
dedication to shaping the future of the legal profession.

ATTORNEY AMINA MACK

Attorney Amina Mack is a proud HBCU law graduate from Florida A&M University College of Law. She is
actively licensed in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and North Carolina. Since graduation, Attorney Mack has
worked on both the defense and prosecutorial side of litigation. She also worked as an attorney advisor for
the Social Security Administration, Office of Disability and Adjudication, where she strengthened her writing
skills and wrote thousands of disability decisions for claimants. Attorney Mack is passionate about helping
populations that are underrepresented as well as working closely with students to achieve their goal of
becoming licensed attorneys. She is extremely excited to join NCCU School of Law, as the director of Bar
Preparation, and aspires to work closely with students to help them succeed!

TIMOTHY COUSIN

A Florida native dedicated to community service, Timothy Cousin is an admissions coordinator at

NCCU School of Law. Prior, he worked in the Intel Technology Law and Policy Center. He is pursuing a
bachelor’s in political science with a minor in African American studies. Timothy plans to establish a non-
profit to empower low-income students. He formerly worked as an administrative assistant at Wayne State
University in Detroit, supporting the Veterans Educational Opportunity Program. His key achievements
include drafting the first student handbook and employee code of conduct, serving on the student care
team, and chairing the candidate selection committee for selecting a new university counselor. Timothy
looks forward to completing his degree and continuing his work in academia and non-profit.




