
ONE HUNDRED FORTY-SIXTH COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

FRIDAY, THE TWELFTH OF DECEMBER, TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY FIVE

TRUTH AND SERVICE





TRUTH AND SERVICE 



Dear graduates,

Your commencement reflects both personal triumph and a collective moment of pride for  
North Carolina Central University. Today’s ceremony honors the commitment that carried you  
through challenges, the curiosity that strengthened your scholarship and the purpose that  
guided your journey.

This year, we welcome two accomplished leaders whose careers demonstrate the impact of vision and 
perseverance. Anne Sempowski Ward has shaped global brands, expanded companies and championed 
women in sports while serving as an influential corporate and community voice. Rob Robertson’s path  
from the NFL to executive leadership in financial services and youth mentorship shows how integrity and 
service can transform lives. Their experiences offer meaningful examples of how to lead with intention.

Your time at NCCU connected you to a community that celebrates excellence across disciplines.  
As you join the more than 47,000 alumni who carry our legacy into classrooms, boardrooms, laboratories 
and neighborhoods across the world, know that you are prepared to contribute in ways that matter.

Families, friends and mentors who supported our graduates deserve heartfelt appreciation.  
Your belief in their potential has shaped this moment.

As you step into new roles and responsibilities, trust the preparation you have received here.  
Move forward with confidence, honor the values that ground you and let your achievements  
reflect the enduring strength of a university where purpose takes flight.

In Truth and Service,

Karrie G. Dixon, Ed.D.  
Chancellor  
North Carolina Central University 
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GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL 
PROGRAM

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025 • 9 A.M. 
McDOUGALD – McLENDON ARENA

dr. karrie g. dixon, chancellor, presiding

Faculty Processional: “Trumpet Voluntary” .......................................................................................... Jeremiah Clark 
Mr. Grover Wilson Jr., piano		                                  

Celebrants and Platform Guests Processional: Pomp and Circumstance............................................ Sir Edward Elgar 
Mr. Grover Wilson Jr., piano		                                  

Presentation of the Colors ..................................................................................... Pope Air Force Base Honor Guard

“The National Anthem” ............................................................................................................ John Stafford Smith 
Ms. Ariel Barker, mezzo-soprano ’20

“Lift Every Voice and Sing” ..................................................................................................... J. Rosamond Johnson

Opening Statement ................................................................................................................. Dr. Shauntae B. White
 	 University Marshal

Welcome ....................................................................................................................................... Chancellor Dixon 

Invocation ............................................................................................................... Chaplain LaWonder McDowell 
NCCU Volunteer Chaplain 

Greetings .............................................................................................................................. Mr. G. Keith Chadwell
Member, NCCU Board of Trustees

Mr. Cameron L. Shaw 
President, Graduate Student Association

Ms. Olivia Bayabona
President, Student Bar Association 

Recognition of Platform Guests, Retirees and Other Guests ......................................................... Chancellor Dixon

“Bless Me” (The Prayer of Jabez) ....................................................................................................  Donald Lawrence
NC Central University Choir                                                                                                                
Ms. Ariel Barker, soloist                                              
Ms. Roberta Laws, director 
Mr. Grover Wilson Jr., piano 

Introduction of the Speaker .......................................................................................................... Chancellor Dixon 
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Commencement Address ............................................................................................. Ms. Anne Sempowski Ward
Chairwoman, CURiO Brands 

Recognition of Honor Students ........................................................................................... Dr. Ontario S. Wooden
Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Conferring of Graduate and Professional Degrees

	 Introductory Remarks .................................................................................................... Dr. Wooden 

		  Presentation of Candidates for Graduate and Professional Degrees 

		  Presentation of Doctoral Degree Candidates ....................................................Dr. Jim C. Harper II 
								           Interim Associate Provost and Dean of School of Graduate Studies 

                                                                                           Dr. Mohammad W. Ahmed, Dean, College of Health and Sciences
 

		  Presentation of Master Degree Candidates ..................................................................... Dr. Harper
Dr. Arwin D. Smallwood, Dean, College of Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities                  

Dr. Mohammad W. Ahmed, Dean, College of Health and Sciences
Dr. Anthony C. Nelson, Dean, School of Business
Dr. Audrey W. Beard, Dean, School of Education

Dr. Jon P. Gant, Interim Dean, School of Library and Information Sciences

Presentation of Juris Doctor Degree Candidates ............................................... Atty. Donald W. Corbett 
Interim Dean, School of Law

Induction of Graduates into the NCCU Alumni Association Inc. ...................................... Ms. Nikki Davis-Green
       President, NCCU Alumni Association Inc.

Charge to the Graduates ................................................................................................................. Chancellor Dixon 

The Alma Mater – Dear Old N.C.C. .............................................................................................. Harry T. Burleigh  
NC Central University Choir                                                                                                                               Lyrics by Annie Day Shepard
(Please stand and refer to the back of the program for the singing of the first stanza only. Remain standing until the recession is completed.)                      

Benediction ............................................................................................................................... Chaplain McDowell

Closing Statement ........................................................................................................................................ Dr. White
 	                                                                University Marshal

Recessional: “Halleluiah!” (from The Messiah).......................................................................................... G.F. Handel 
Mr. Grover Wilson Jr., piano		                                  
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BACCALAUREATE
PROGRAM

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025 • 2 P.M. 
McDOUGALD – McLENDON ARENA

dr. karrie g. dixon, chancellor, presiding

Faculty Processional: “Trumpet Voluntary” .......................................................................................... Jeremiah Clark 
Mr. Grover Wilson Jr., piano		                                  

Celebrants and Platform Guests Processional: Pomp and Circumstance ............................................ Sir Edward Elgar 
Mr. Grover Wilson Jr., piano		                                  

Presentation of the Colors ..................................................................................... Pope Air Force Base Honor Guard

“The National Anthem” ............................................................................................................  John Stafford Smith 
Ms. Aliyah Busby, soprano ’25

“Lift Every Voice and Sing” ..................................................................................................... J. Rosamond Johnson

Opening Statement .................................................................................................................  Dr. Shauntae B. White
 	 University Marshal

Welcome ....................................................................................................................................... Chancellor Dixon 

Invocation .............................................................................................................. Chaplain LaWonder McDowell 
NCCU Volunteer Chaplain 

Greetings .............................................................................................................................. Mr. G. Keith Chadwell
Member, NCCU Board of Trustees

Mr. Nizaiah M. Dixon 
President, Senior Class 

Recognition of Platform Guests, Retirees and Other Guests ........................................................ Chancellor Dixon

“Bless Me” (The Prayer of Jabez) .................................................................................................  Donald Lawrence
NC Central University Choir                                                                                                                
Ms. Ariel Barker, soloist ’20                                              
Ms. Roberta Laws, director 
Mr. Grover Wilson Jr., piano 

Introduction of the Speaker .......................................................................................................... Chancellor Dixon

Commencement Address ........................................................................................................... Mr. Rob Robertson  
Senior Vice President and Head of Strategic Sales, First Citizens Bank
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Recognition of Honor Students ............................................................................................Dr. Ontario S. Wooden
Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Conferring of Baccalaureate Degrees Introductory Remarks ................................................................ Dr. Wooden 

Presentation of Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees
	 Introduction of the Candidates by Deans .....................................................................................................  

Dr. Arwin D. Smallwood, Dean, College of Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities
Dr. Mohammad W. Ahmed, Dean, College of Health and Sciences

Dr. Anthony C. Nelson, Dean, School of Business
Dr. Audrey W. Beard, Dean, School of Education

Induction of Graduates into the NCCU Alumni Association Inc. ...................................... Ms. Nikki Davis-Green
       President, NCCU Alumni Association Inc.

Charge to the Graduates ................................................................................................................. Chancellor Dixon 

The Alma Mater – Dear Old N.C.C. .............................................................................................. Harry T. Burleigh  
NC Central University Choir                                                                                                                               Lyrics by Annie Day Shepard
(Please stand and refer to the back of the program for the singing of the first stanza only. Remain standing until the recession is completed.)                      

Benediction ............................................................................................................................... Chaplain McDowell

Closing Statement ........................................................................................................................................ Dr. White
 	                                                                University Marshal

Recessional:  “Halleluiah!”(from  The Messiah) ........................................................................................     G.F.    Handel
Mr. Grover Wilson Jr., piano									               
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SOARING ON THE LEGACY
In 1910, Dr. James E. Shepard, a Durham pharmacist and religious 
educator, opened the National Religious Training School and 
Chautauqua for the Colored Race and declared its purpose to be 
“the development in young men and women of the character and 
sound academic training requisite for real service to the nation.”

The institution struggled financially in its early years. In 1915, it 
was sold and reorganized, then becoming the National Training 
School. In 1923, the state legislature appropriated funds to buy 
the school, and renamed it the Durham State Normal School. 
Two years later, the legislature converted the institution into the 
North Carolina College for Negroes, dedicating it to liberal arts 
education and the preparation of teachers and principals. The 
college thus became the nation’s first state-supported liberal arts 
college for Black students.

In 1939, the college offered its first graduate-level courses in the 
arts and sciences. The School of Law opened in 1940, followed 
in 1941 by the School of Library Science. In 1947, the legislature 
changed the name to North Carolina College at Durham. 
Shepard served as president until his death in 1947. Dr. Alfonso 
Elder was elected in 1948 as his successor.

Under Elder’s leadership, Shepard’s ambitious building program 
came to fruition and the university experienced an increase in 
enrollment of students as well as faculty. At his retirement in 
1963, Elder was named president emeritus. Dr. Samuel P. Massie 
succeeded Elder in 1963 and served in the role for three years.

Dr. Albert N. Whiting led the university from 1967 until 1983. 
During his tenure, in 1969, North Carolina College at Durham 
became North Carolina Central University (NCCU). On July 1, 
1972, all the state’s public four-year colleges and universities were 
joined to become the Consolidated University of North Carolina. 
As part of the transition, the chief executive’s title changed from 
president to chancellor.

In 1983, Whiting was succeeded by Dr. LeRoy T. Walker, vice 
chancellor for university relations and an internationally renowned 
track and field coach. Dr. Tyronza R. Richmond succeeded 
Walker in 1986; Richmond’s tenure saw the establishment of the 
School of Education.

In 1992, Dr. Donna J. Benson became interim chancellor, serving for 
one year before Dr. Julius L. Chambers, a noted civil rights attorney, 
was named as the first NCCU alumnus to lead the university 
in 1993. Chambers’ tenure led to construction of a biomedical/
biotechnical research institute and a new education building.

Dr. James H. Ammons became chancellor in June 2001, eight 
months after state voters approved a major bond issue for UNC 

system capital improvements. Under Ammons’ leadership the 
university experienced a surge in enrollment.

Dr. Charlie Nelms succeeded Ammons in 2007. During his  
five-year tenure, Nelms emphasized student success and focused 
on improving retention and graduation rates. Nelms presided  
over NCCU’s centennial celebration during the 2009-10 
academic year. NCCU was ranked as the nation’s No. 1 public 
historically Black university by U.S. News & World Report for 
two consecutive years under Nelms’ leadership.

Nelms retired in 2012 and was succeeded on an interim basis by 
Charles L. Becton, a prominent attorney and former judge on the 
North Carolina Court of Appeals. He served until June 2013.

On Feb. 8, 2013, Dr. Debra Saunders-White was selected as the 
11th and first permanent female chancellor of NCCU by the 
University of North Carolina Board of Governors. Saunders-
White was formally installed on April 4, 2014. During her 
successful tenure, the university’s first- to second-year retention 
rates rose to 80%, enrollment increased by 4.3% and fundraising 
attained a near-record annual total of $7.6 million.

Saunders-White took a leave of absence in 2016, and the provost, 
Dr. Johnson O. Akinleye, was appointed as acting chancellor. 
Following her death in November 2016, Akinleye was named 
interim chancellor in January 2017.

Appointed as NCCU’s 12th chancellor on June 26, 2017, 
Akinleye led major growth in enrollment and a $400 million 
campus expansion, the largest to date for the institution. His 
leadership also secured NCCU’s historic Millennial Campus 
designation, the first for a historically Black college and university 
in the UNC System. He retired in June 2024. 

Dr. Karrie G. Dixon became NCCU’s 13th chancellor on July 1, 
2024. Under her leadership, the university has achieved record 
enrollment and posted the highest percentage growth in the 
UNC System for the second consecutive year in fall 2024 and 
spring 2025. In fall 2025, NCCU surpassed 9,000 students for 
the first time in its history, with notable increases among online, 
adult, graduate and military-affiliated learners. The university 
also became the nation’s first HBCU to establish an AI institute. 
Dixon is the first woman to serve as permanent chancellor at 
two UNC System institutions.

NCCU continues to honor its legacy of excellence while 
embracing innovation and opportunity as a premier institution 
“where purpose takes flight.”
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THE FOUNDER
JAMES E. SHEPARD was born Nov. 3, 1875, in Raleigh, the son of the 
Rev. Augustus and Mrs. Harriet Whitted Shepard. He received undergraduate 
and professional training at Shaw University, from which he graduated in 1894. 
The next year, he married Annie Day Robinson, a descendant of Thomas Day, a 
famed North Carolina furniture maker.
   
The Shepards had three daughters, Marjorie A. Shepard, Annie Day Shepard 
Smith and Marion Shepard, who died in infancy. The family legacy continues 
through the two daughters of Annie Day Shepard Smith, Annie Day Smith 
Donaldson and Carolyn Marie Smith Green, their children, and Mrs. Green’s 
grandchildren.

Soon after his graduation, Shepard opened a pharmacy business in Durham, and 
he continued his education in theology and related studies. From 1905 to 1909, he 
traveled nationally and internationally as field superintendent for the International 
Sunday School Association, whose goal was a standardized Christian education 
curriculum across denominational lines. 

By 1909, he had decided to start his school to train pastors and educate African 
Americans, who were shut out of most opportunities for higher education by Jim 
Crow laws. The first 130 students arrived in 1910 when the school opened as 
the National Religious Training School and Chautauqua for the Colored Race. 
It was supported by the philanthropy of Dr. Shepard’s numerous black and white 
friends in both the North and the South. The institution struggled in its early 
years and suffered two devastating fires. Undeterred, Shepard would reconfigure 
the school and press on. He was a constant presence on campus. He demanded 
decorum and stellar behavior of students and faculty. From his home and from his 
office, he kept a close watch on the students’ comings and goings.

Shepard also played key roles in the founding of major financial institutions that 
serve African Americans to this day. He became a sought-after speaker nationally. 
He lent his influence at the state and federal levels to increasing public aid to 
African American education. 

He died in his NCCU home on Oct. 6, 1947. The tiny enterprise had grown to a 
physical plant worth $2 million, with state appropriations that year of an additional 
$2 million. At the time of his passing, African Americans could earn an array of 
degrees from then North Carolina College at Durham, including law and nursing.



10

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL PROGRAM

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025 • 9 A.M. • McDOUGALD – McLENDON ARENA

ANNE  
SEMPOWSKI  
WARD  
CHAIRWOMAN, CURiO BRANDS 
As a strong advocate for women in sports,  
Anne Sempowski Ward is an owner of the WNBA 
Chicago Sky and two USL (United Soccer League) 
franchises. She has also continued her corporate 
career and is chairwoman of CURiO Brands, a 
private equity backed portfolio of beauty, wellness 
and home fragrance brands (Capri Blue, Thymes 
& Otherland). This role builds on her tremendous 
success as CEO for 12 years where the company 
quadrupled in size under her leadership and a 
woman-led team.  
 
Ward is also an independent director on the boards 
of SPS Commerce, Vanda Pharmaceuticals, TLB 
(The Lip Bar) and serves on the Duke University  
Fuqua School of Business Board of Visitors and  
the University of St. Thomas Board of Trustees. 

A mechanical engineer that took an unconventional 
path to becoming a C-suite executive, Ward is a 
proud native of Detroit and currently resides in 
Minneapolis with her family.
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 
BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025 • 2 P.M. • McDOUGALD – McLENDON ARENA

ROB  
ROBERTSON  
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT AND HEAD OF 
STRATEGIC SALES, FIRST CITIZENS BANK

From the football field to the financial frontlines, Rob Robertson 
has built a career defined by perseverance and purpose. A former 
NFL fullback for the Baltimore Ravens, Robertson brings more 
than 24 years of experience in the financial services industry, 
specializing in home lending and market expansion. 

He has held senior leadership roles at PNC Bank, JPMorgan 
Chase and Wells Fargo, where he is known for building  
high-performing teams and cultivating cultures of accountability 
and care. Robertson currently serves as senior vice president  
and head of strategic sales at First Citizens Bank in Raleigh,  
North Carolina. He defines his leadership mantra using the 
acronym C.P.R. (Culture, People, Relationships), emphasizing  
the importance of embodying a culture of caring. 

Beyond his professional success, Robertson’s passion for service 
runs deep. As president of the D.C. Chapter of the National 
Football Players Association (NFLPA), he led the chapter  
to earn Chapter of the Year honors in 2023.  He currently  
serves as chairman of the NFLPA Former Player Advisory Board  
and sits on the boards of MENTOR and Big Brothers Big Sisters 
National Capital Area, mentoring youth and strengthening 
communities. 

Celebrating its one-year anniversary, Robertson launched 
“Persevering Through Purpose,” a memoir reflecting on 
overcoming loss and adversity, offering inspiration to anyone  
facing challenges in their own life. His journey exemplifies 
perseverance and purpose-driven leadership.   

Originally from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Robertson lives in 
Northern Virginia with his wife, Nneka, and their children, Bryson 
and Boston Olivia. He credits his grandmother, affectionately 
known as Madear, for instilling the values of faith, perseverance 
and service that continue to guide his life and leadership.
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Mr. Alyn Goodson, J.D., Executive Vice Chancellor
Dr. Ontario S. Wooden, Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Dr. Gary L. Brown, Vice Chancellor and Chief of Staff
Ms. Laurie Wilcox, Vice Chancellor for Business and Finance

Dr. Angela Coleman, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs
Ms. Susan Hester, Vice Chancellor for Institutional Advancement

Dr. Louis Perkins, Director of Athletics

Mr. David Alexander 
Atty. Roderick G. Allison 

Mr. Farad Ali 
Mr. William V. Bell 

Mr. G. Keith Chadwell 
Ms. Francesca D. Gary 
Mr. Michael Goodmon 
Ms. Lisa F. Martinez 

Ms. Sha ’Lexus Sanders 
Mr. Orlando R. Stovall 
Atty. Antwan Thornton 

Dr. Arwin Smallwood, Dean, College of Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities
Dr. Mohammad W. Ahmed, Dean, College of Health and Sciences

Dr. Anthony Nelson, Dean, School of Business
Dr. Audrey Beard, Dean, School of Education

Dr. Jim C. Harper II, Interim Associate Provost and Dean of Graduate Studies
Atty. Donald W. Corbett, Interim Dean, School of Law

Dr. Jon P. Gant, Interim Dean, School of Library and Information Sciences
Dr. Zack Underwood, Dean, University College

DR. KARRIE G. DIXON, CHANCELLOR

Mr. Courtney Crowder, Chair

EXECUTIVE CABINET

DEANS

 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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PRESIDENTS AND 
CHANCELLORS EMERITI
Atty. Julius L. Chambers (Deceased) 
Dr. Alfonso Elder (Deceased) 
Dr. Tyronza Richmond (Deceased) 
Dr. LeRoy T. Walker (Deceased) 
Dr. Albert N. Whiting (Deceased)
 
NCCU BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES EMERITI 
Mr. Franklin Anderson (Deceased) 
Mr. John A. Barbee 
Mr. Charles J. Baron 
Mr. Gail H. Blackburn III (Deceased)
Mrs. Brenda Brodie 
Mr. Victor S. Bryant Jr. (Deceased)
Mr. George Watts Carr Jr.  (Deceased)
Mr. William Clement (Deceased)
Atty. Bert Collins (Deceased)
Dr. Robert E. Dawson (Deceased) 
Dr. George C. Debnam (Deceased) 
Mr. Robert E. Dolan 
Mr. Harold T. Epps 
Atty. Ralph Frasier (Deceased)
Mr. J. Richard Futrell 
Mr. George R. Hamilton 
Dr. Charles V. Holland (Deceased) 
Mr. Hiliary H. Holloway (Deceased) 
Mr. Kevin M. Holloway
Ms. June McLaurin Jefers (Deceased)
Ms. Valeria Lee 
Atty. Eric Michaux 
Dr. Dwight D. Perry 
Mr. Paul R. Pope Jr. 
Mr. E. K. Powe (Deceased) 
Mrs. Avon L. Ruffin 
Mr. Terry Sanford Jr. 
Mr. Clyde A. Shreve (Deceased) 
Mr. John N. Smith 
Mr. Carl Stewart 
Mr. R. Edward Stewart (Deceased) 
Mrs. Kay T. Thomas 
Mrs. Peggy Ward 
Mr. Alfred J. Whitesides Jr.

PROFESSORS EMERITI
*Distinguished Professor Emerita 
Dr. Charles L. Alcorn (Deceased) 
Dr. Les Brinson 

Dr. Walter M. Brown (Deceased) 
Dr. Marjorie L. Browne (Deceased) 
Dr. George H. Conklin (Deceased) 
Dr. Marvin E. Duncan (Deceased) 
Dr. Helen G. Edmonds* (Deceased)
Dr. W. Edward Farrison (Deceased) 
Dr. Howard Fitts (Deceased) 
Dr. William T. Fletcher
Dr. Stewart B. Fulbright (Deceased) 
Dr. Jerry Gershenhorn 
Dr. Marion K. Gooding (Deceased) 
Dr. Nell Hirschberg (Deceased) 
Dr. Irene D. Jackson (Deceased) 
Dr. Sylvia M. Jacobs (Deceased) 
Dr. Norman C. Johnson (Deceased) 
Dr. Charles E. King (Deceased)
Dr. Octavia B. Knight (Deceased)
Dr. Ernst M. Manasse (Deceased)
Dr. Elinor T. Massoglia (Deceased)
Dr. Thomas J. Mayberry (Deceased) 
Dr. Marilyn F. McClelland 
Dr. Muriel J. Mellown 
Dr. Percy E. Murray 
Dr. John Myers  
Dr. Charles Nicholson
Dr. Charles E. Orr (Deceased) 
Dr. Freddie L. Parker
Dr. Cecil L. Patterson (Deceased) 
Dr. Walter H. Pattillo (Deceased) 
Dr. Norman Pendergraft 
Dr. Patsy B. Perry (Deceased)
Dr. Charles A. Ray (Deceased) 
Dr. Lilian Pruett 
Dr. Phyllis R. Randall 
Atty. Thomas A. Ringer 
Dr. Leonard Robinson (Deceased) 
Atty. Daniel G. Sampson (Deceased) 
Dr. Arthrell D. Sanders
Dr. Theodore Speigner (Deceased)  
Dr. Cecelia Steppe-Jones
Dr. Marian H. Thorne (Deceased) 
Dr. Earlie E. Thorpe (Deceased)
Dr. Ezra L. Totton (Deceased) 
Dr. Mary M. Townes* (Deceased)
Dr. Ross D. Townes (Deceased) 
Dr. Barnetta M. White 
Dr. Sandra L. White
Dr. Patricia Wigfall 
Dr. George P. Wilson
Dr. James E. Younge (Deceased)

COMMENCEMENT PLANNING 
COMMITTEE
Dr. Anthony Nelson, Chair
Mr. Gijs Aarden
Ms. Viviane Ackall
Dr. Gary Brown
Mr. MacArthur Daniel
Mr. Nizaiah M. Dixon
    Senior Class President
Mrs. Tia Dunn
Ms. Pandora Frazier
Mr. Anthony Glenn
Dr. Jerome Goodwin
Mrs. Toya Green
Dr. Joy Hartfield 
Ms. Sharnia Herbin 
Ms. Ashley Hill
Ms.  Joyce Kovalik
Ms. Roberta Laws
Dr. Sharon Oliver 
Ms. Jacqueline McDowell
Dr. Kimberly Phifer McGhee
Ms. Jay Morrow
Ms. Selina Mumford 
Lt. Lateria Scott
Ms. Kodi Scott
Ms. Tyra Slade
Dr. Shauntae B. White 

FACULTY MARSHALS
Dr. Shauntae B. White, University Marshal 
Mrs. Toya Green, Head Faculty Marshal
Dr. K. Lea Alexander
Dr. Rudolph Bailey, Stage Marshal
Dr. Bobbie Brown
Dr. Erica-Brittany Horhn
Dr. Fredrick D. Johnson
Dr. Mijon R. Knight
Dr. Kimberly W. Moore
Dr. Al-Tariq Moore
Dr.  Theophraste Noussi 
Dr. Michael Pearce
Dr. Agnes Pearcy
Dr. Elizabeth Rollins
Dr. Alexis Redford
Dr. Sonya Reddick-Shaw
Dr. Tina Scott
Dr. Maureen Short
Dr. Stephen Stacks
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THE COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
a perspective: North Carolina Central University 
(NCCU) owes a substantial debt to its medieval predecessors 
for its commencement ceremony and academic attire.  
The Middle Ages gave birth to the academic heritage that 
provided us with a teaching institution, the university;  
a method of measuring academic progress, degrees; and  
a structure for an appropriate ceremony recognizing student 
achievement, commencement. This 146th Commencement  
is being held today for graduates who qualified for their 
degrees with the completion of the Fall 2025 semester. This 
colorful ceremony is the formal climax and recognition of the 
graduates’ years of study and preparation.

academic  attire: All participants in the commencement 
ceremony, except members of the military services, are 
attired in traditional cap and gown, patterned after the attire 
of the monks and students in the Middle Ages. Black is 
the traditional color for all academic gowns. The bachelor’s 
gown has pointed sleeves; the master’s gown has oblong 
sleeves with an arc at the bottom; and the doctor’s gown has 
bell shaped sleeves. The bachelor’s and master’s gowns are 
untrimmed. The doctor’s gown is faced down the front  
with velvet and has three velvet chevrons across the sleeves.  
The facing and chevrons may be black or the distinctive 
color of the field of study.  The hoods recognized for each 
of the degrees vary in size, shape and length, with the larger 
and more elaborate designating the doctoral level.

The shell of the hood matches the black material of the 
gown.  The lining, which is folded out, bears the official 
colors of the institution that conferred the degree, maroon 
and gray for NCCU. The color of the velvet border on the 
hood denotes the field of study to which the degree pertains:

Apricot ...................................................... Nursing
Brown ..................................................... Fine Arts
Crimson ................................................ Journalism
Dark Blue ............................................. Philosophy
Golden Yellow ........................................... Science
Lemon Yellow ............................... Library Science
Light Blue ............................................. Education

Maroon ....................................... Human Sciences
Pink ............................................................. Music
Purple ............................................................. Law
Sage Green .............................. Physical Education
Salmon Pink .................................... Public Health
Scarlet ..................................................... Theology
Yellow-Brown ....................... Commerce/Business
White ........................... Arts, Letters, Humanities

Mortarboards are the traditional headdress. The tassel, worn  
on the left side of the cap, may be gold if the holder has a 
doctor’s degree. Candidates for undergraduate degrees wear 
the tassel on the right side of the mortarboard until after  
their degrees have been conferred.

Candidates receiving honors for academic achievement 
wear honor cords draped around the collar. The gold 
cord represents summa cum laude; purple, magna cum 
laude, and white, cum laude honors. The highest level 
for undergraduates is summa cum laude, maintaining a 
grade point average between 3.8-4.0. The second level for 
undergraduates is magna cum laude, maintaining a grade 
point average between 3.5-3.799. The third level is cum 
laude, maintaining a grade point average between 3.2-3.499.

The highest level for graduate students in the College of 
Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities, College of Health 
and Sciences, the School of Business and the School of 
Education is summa cum laude, maintaining a grade point 
average between 3.92–4.0. The second level for graduate 
students is magna cum laude, maintaining a grade point 
average between 3.85–3.919. The third level is cum laude, 
maintaining a grade point average between 3.770-3.849.

The highest level for graduate students in the School of 
Library and Information Sciences is summa cum laude, 
maintaining a grade point average of 4.0. The second level 
for graduate students is magna cum laude, maintaining  
a grade point average between 3.9-3.999.  The third level  
is cum laude, maintaining a grade point average between 
3.75-3.899.
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The highest level for professional students in the School 
of Law is summa cum laude, maintaining a grade point 
average between 3.5-4.0. The second level for professional 
students is magna cum laude, maintaining a grade point 
average between 3.3-3.49. The third level is cum laude, 
maintaining a grade point average between 3.0-3.29.

Recognition as valedictorian will be given to students with 
the highest cumulative grade point average in each of the 
following categories:

1.	 The student who entered NCCU as a first-time 		
	 freshman, and who has completed at least 95 percent 
	 of his/her overall credits at NCCU, or

2.	 The student who entered NCCU as a transfer student, 	
	 and who has completed at least 51 percent of the credits 	
	 required in his/her degree programs at NCCU. 

the procession: The university marshal leads the 
procession. Following the marshal are the faculty, the 
candidates and members of the platform party. Platform 
guests include members of the University of North Carolina 
Board of Governors and the NCCU Board of Trustees, the 
guest speaker, the provost, deans of the colleges and schools 
and other members of the university administration. The 
procession concludes with the chancellor. The university 
marshal at the beginning and the chancellor at the end of the 
procession are both attired in the distinctive maroon and gray 
gowns symbolic of their offices.

university colors:
Maroon and Gray

university flower:
White Carnation  

university motto:
‘Truth and Service’

Jae Armwood
Demere Barr
Demarcus Benson
John Black
Chasitty Brandy
Milan Brown
Tationa Campbell
Brianna Caro-Sevilla
Carolyn Carothers
Channel Chance			 
Tyshima Collins
Ashanti Douglas 
Milcah Edouard
Belva Fonkoue
Kalvin Franklin			 
Rosalyn Galloway			
Kayla Owens Garrett
Mackenzie Gilchrist
Fredricka Gose			 
Kineiya Graham
Mekhi Harris
Tysha Hansley
Calleen Herbert	
Jasmine-Ceere Herndon	
Ariya Ingram		
Charles Jennings
Isabella Jennings
Michele Jones  			 
Juls Joyner			 
Shaniya Judon			 
Charli Kennedy 
Azaria King			 
Kimberly Lassiter			 
Tammie Marshall
Katherine Max	
Rosalind McCarthy		
Aariyona Davis McClyde
Nyasia McMurrin
Deborah McQueen		

Jordan Middleton
Kaylan Miller
Jadashia Mitchell
Tyashia Mitchell
LaMona Moore			 
Selina Mumford			 
Juwa Nosika
Sharon Oliver
Maliyah Pellum
Paul Phipps
Haven Powell
Sanya Providence
Melvin Riggs
Marquita Rogers
Cyndi Shaw 
Devina Smith
Rokeia Stephens
Tenae Suggs
Destinee Thompson
Marshall Thompson
Wendy Thompson
Brenda Toomer
André D. Vann			 
Tavia Wade
Debra Walker
Nyomi Watson
Mikalya Whitaker
Jessie White
Kai White
Jeremiah Wiggins
Kent Williams
Grace Wilson
Michael Wilson			 
Pearl Wilson
Sharrah Wortham
B.L.O.O.M.
   —NCCU Student  
       Organization

HOSTS AND HOSTESSES
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POSTHUMOUS DEGREES

we honor our fallen eagle 
KELLY MARIE BRYANT 
 
Kelly Marie Bryant was a kind, thoughtful, humble and loving scholar  
who lived a purposeful life, achieving many personal and academic milestones. 
She earned a master’s degree in library science with the highest honors  
from the School of Library and Information Sciences (SLIS) and had the 
opportunity to study abroad with an NCCU cohort, fully embracing a rich 
international learning experience.

Bryant worked full time at Hood Theological Seminary in Salisbury,  
North Carolina. Her kindness, quiet strength and unwavering dedication  
to the SLIS profession left a lasting impact on her community.

we honor our fallen eagle 
JOSHUA BRAMEL TILLMAN 
 
Joshua Bramel Tillman embodied NCCU’s motto of Truth and Service.  
He earned a master’s degree in public administration and was scheduled to 
graduate in fall 2025.

Tillman served as a graduate hall coordinator and held other roles on and 
off campus, positively influencing his peers through leadership, compassion 
and dedication to community service. He aspired to a career in economic 
development policy, focused on expanding opportunities and providing fair, 
affordable housing for underserved communities. His warmth, intelligence  
and spirit were evident both inside and outside the classroom. 
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JEFFREY SHIPMAN

DISSERTATION:  
Mechanisms for Vaping-Dependent Pulmonary Inflammation

Advisor: Dr. Vijay Sivaraman

Jeffrey Shipman grew up in White Oak, North Carolina, and earned  
dual bachelor’s degrees in biology and forensic science from Fayetteville  
State University. His early research explored antibiotic resistance, laying  
the foundation for his growing interest in environmental health. Shipman  
now studies how exposures such as vaping and particulate matter 2.5  
impact lung disease outcomes. After graduation, Shipman plans to pursue 
a postdoctoral fellowship to further develop his expertise and launch an 
industry-based career.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY CANDIDATES

EZEKIEL J. WAMBLE

DISSERTATION: 
Exploring the Impact of Ancestry on Inflammation and Immune Function

Advisor: Dr. Vijay Sivaraman

Born in Sierra Vista, Arizona, and raised in Smithfield, Virginia,  
Ezekiel J. Wamble comes from a proud military family. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree in biology with a minor in chemistry from Norfolk State 
University, where he distinguished himself as a Dozoretz National Institute 
for Mathematics and Applied Science Scholar. Driven to address health 
disparities, his research examines how ancestry shapes inflammation and 
immune function. After graduation, Wamble plans to pursue a postdoctoral 
fellowship to broaden his knowledge and advance into an industry career 
focused on meaningful scientific innovation for community impact.
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GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL
CANDIDATES

COLLEGE OF ARTS, 
SOCIAL SCIENCES, 
AND HUMANITIES 
 
MASTER OF ARTS

SUMMA CUM LAUDE  
Josh M.	 Allen
Sean L. Kornegay 

CUM LAUDE     
Vergil C.	 Demery
Benjamin Miller
Anthony I. Patterson    

ENGLISH    
Vergil C.	 Demery
Sean L. Kornegay   

HISTORY     
Josh M. Allen
Della R. Braschi
Benjamin Miller
Anthony	 I. Patterson
Vincentt	 C. Sutton

PSYCHOLOGY 
Sunshine T. Alvarez
Daija S. Anderson
Kaila Butler
Suquey-Amparo Castillo-Lopez
Tre'Sean Cooks
Ariana A. Ealy
Sadeja Goodman
Ryan C. A. Haven
Lexus R. Howell
Robert B. Johnson
Anad F. Jones
Erianna Z. Littleton
Owen C. Lowry
Lakaiya M. Meadows

Jamal E. Midgette
Markia K. Peterson-Williamson
Kameron L. Pillow
Cherelle Staton-Zeigler
Kayla R. Westbrook
Ervin D. Whitley 
    
MASTER OF MUSIC   

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Noah D. Combs    

JAZZ STUDIES     
Noah D. Combs    

MASTER OF PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION    

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Dana A. Fowler
Warren C. Raybon    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Christopher M. Shearin    

CUM LAUDE     
Tionna C. Foster
Jazzmine Harris
Kamica L. Johnson    

PUBLIC  
ADMINISTRATION     
Danyelle N. Bryant
Jacqueline T. Field
Tionna C. Foster
Dana A. Fowler
Jazzmine Harris
Kamica L. Johnson
Jessie A. Malit
Yvette G. Mood
Diamond I. Moorehead
Warren C. Raybon

Christopher M. Shearin
Imani R. Smith Bridges     
 
MASTER OF SCIENCE    

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Kyra M. Williams     

CRIMINAL JUSTICE     
Alize C.	Armstead
Quintin	J. Barren
Richard J. Bush
Aryanna Hernandez
Janasia C. Miller
Tianna D. Quick
Kaelin S. Salley
Juleann C. Scates
Alexis J. Sumpter
Amari Taylor
Kihana N. Turner
Kyra M. Williams   

MASTER OF 
SOCIAL WORK
 
CUM LAUDE     
Nicholas B. Major
Tai M. Pruitt     

SOCIAL WORK     
Rakeeme S. Baldwin
Aaron Jones
Nicholas B. Major
Fanny A. Navarro
Charity T. Philips
Tai M. Pruitt
Taylor N. Semple   
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COLLEGE OF  
HEALTH AND 
SCIENCES   

DOCTOR OF  
PHILOSOPHY     

INTEGRATED  
BIOSCIENCES     
Jeffrey Shipman 
Ezekiel J. Wamble 

MASTER OF SCIENCE   

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Brandi M. Almario
Dawson Cooper
Andy O. Egogo-Stanley
Daniel U. Eze
Terrin Farris
Oluwatosin M. Ibrahim
Joy C. Okoli
Juan Vivas
Jessica J. L. Williams    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Lyric M. Henderson
Ellandra K. Howell
Ariana M. Moore    

CUM LAUDE     
Misan G. Esimaje
Kennedy N. Green
Emily Harrison
Candyce P. Hukins
Patrick S. Jacobs
Kiara M. Jones
Karrington Lovette-Bynum
Arthur L. Rodgers  

BIOLOGICAL AND 
BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES     
Terrin Farris
Destiny Gamble    

COMMUNICATION  
SCIENCES AND DISORDERS     
Dawson Cooper
Kennedy N. Green

Emily Harrison
Canah Hawkins
Lyric M. Henderson
Candyce P. Hukins
Kiara M. Jones
Ariana M. Moore
Kayla B. Terrill
Emily C. Trachtman
Jessica J. L. Williams    

ENVIRONMENTAL,  
EARTH, AND  
GEOSPATIAL SCIENCES      
Andy O. Egogo-Stanley 
Darrenta E. Haley 
Ellandra K. Howell 
Oluwatosin M. Ibrahim 
Ariel D. Mial 
Juan Vivas 
Nyanda A. Williams-McNatt    

KINESIOLOGY 
AND RECREATION 
ADMINISTRATION        
Trinity Ahing
Jamia M. Dawson
Jasmine Gadsden
Karrington Lovette-Bynum
T'ona E. McBride
David C. Parker
Arthur L. Rodgers
Hakeem Thompson     

MATHEMATICS     
Misan G. Esimaje
Patrick S. Jacobs  
 
NUTRITIONAL  
SCIENCES     
Brandi M. Almario
Sydney M. Jones     

PHARMACEUTICAL 
SCIENCES     
Alysee M. Allen
Morgan M. Callahan
Daniel U. Eze
Renee D. Gonzalez
Mistique Jackson

Jailyn G. Manuel
Joy C. Okoli
Teyonna M. Saunders

SCHOOL  
OF BUSINESS   
 
MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Rajah S. Brown
Attiyya Dunn
Melchior B. Ellis
Chandler M. Jefferson
Valencia Thompson
JaMuan R. Webb 
 
MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Willie J. Chesson
Teondra C. Goode
Graciela E. Melgar
Kyle D. Morgan
Devon T. Suitt    

CUM LAUDE     
Justice Barber
Jayden A. Garner
Brittany Hayden
Wallace A. Jamison
Sherina D. Matlock
Janae M. McAfee
Tarron D. McCord
Olufemi O. Onisarotu   
 
BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION     
Justice Barber
Adenicka R. Blake
Dawniell M. Boykin
Rajah S. Brown
Cholé L. Bullard 
Jacklyn Chalwe
Willie J. Chesson
Marika D. Daniel
Attiyya Dunn
Melchior B. Ellis
Raven S. Gaddist
Jayden A. Garner
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Aaishah N. Glass
Teondra C. Goode
Tamia Harding 
Walker Y. Harris
Brittany Hayden
Maranda M. Henderson
Wallace A. Jamison
Chandler M. Jefferson
Saheim G. Jones
Abdul H. D. Kabia
Sherina D. Matlock
Janae M. McAfee
Tarron D. F. McCord
Graciela E. Melgar
Justin A. Melton-Payne
Kyle D. Morgan
Olufemi O. Onisarotu
Nia S. Parker
Teirra M. Pettway
Raven Prince
Christopher M. Simmons
Tiarrah L. Small
Devon T. Suitt
Lenessa J. Terry
Valencia Thompson
Max R. U’Ren
Jelani A. Wendt
Ryan Williams     
 
SCHOOL OF 
EDUCATION      
 
MASTER OF ARTS     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Joshua A. Butler
Danielle C. Callis
Jessica T. Griffin
Tanya D. Jordan
Jonathan Kaplan
Nina C. Kerr
Tamika T. McCollum
Hind Ouammou
Madeline L. Perkins
Felix Sebera
Myriah A. Strivelli
Melanie M. Trickey
Autumn Walters    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Demetrius L. Brinson
Bryan S. Patton
Wyah Taylor    

CUM LAUDE     
Jessica D. Bullock
Janazia T. Dixon
Elias S. Mohr
Jailyn S. Weaver    

CLINICAL MENTAL  
HEALTH COUNSELING     
Demetrius L. Brinson
Joshua A. Butler
Janazia T. Dixon
Jessica T. Griffin
Tanya D. Jordan
Jonathan Kaplan
Nina C. Kerr
Tamika T. McCollum
Elias S. Mohr
Hind Ouammou
Bryan S. Patton
Felix Sebera
Myriah A. L. Strivelli
Wyah Taylor
Melanie M. Trickey
Autumn Walters
Jailyn S. Weaver

EDUCATIONAL 
TECHNOLOGY     
Ajia N. Lunsford   

INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN     
Jessica D. Bullock
Tarlecia M. Mitchiner  
  

SCHOOL COUNSELING     
Danielle C. Callis
Bryan S. Patton
Madeline L. Perkins    
 
MASTER OF ARTS 
IN TEACHING     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
James W. Booker    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Amy Harris  

CUM LAUDE     
Spencer T. Smith   
 
TEACHING 
GENERAL CONTENT     
James W. Booker
Courtney L. Cunningham
Amy Harris
Veronica D. Harris
Shawnedra McGuire
Aishia T. Moore
Denise S. Phillip-Guadalupe
Spencer T. Smith
JoAnn Solomon
Octavia S. Wooten   

 
MASTER OF  
EDUCATION     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Chanda C. Dove
Heather M. Lee
Yolanda L. Odom      

SPECIAL EDUCATION, 
VISUAL IMPAIRMENT, 
ORIENTATION, AND 
MOBILITY		       
Kyra V. Colson
Chanda C. Dove
Heather M. Lee
Yolanda L. Odom
Racheal R. Riehle   
 
 
MASTER OF SCIENCE     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Leticia O. Ledezma   

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Sharia Barber  
 
CUM LAUDE     
Blake D. Hartsfield
Tyrese L. Perry   
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HIGHER EDUCATION 
ADMINISTRATION     
Marguerite C. Applin
Autumn M. Baker
Sharia Barber
Jamal Bennett
Meralys R. Brooks
Kenedi N. Chrisp
Blake D. Hartsfield
Leah R. Jansen
Tayla D. Jones
Leticia O. Ledezma
Clifford A. Parker
Tyrese L. Perry
Ariana M. Rodriguez     

 
SCHOOL OF  
LIBRARY AND 
INFORMATION 
SCIENCES 
    
SUMMA CUM LAUDE      
Shatondra T. Asor-Sallaah 
Semirat A. Balogun 
Briana Caple 
Ilisha-Mona J. Lane 
Quasheeda T. Mosley 
Charlene B. Raiford 
Nahom A. Saketa 
 
CUM LAUDE      
Camari A. Alexander 
Rodney Thompson   

MASTER OF 
INFORMATION SCIENCE     

INFORMATION SCIENCE     
Camari A. Alexander 
Shatondra T. Asor-Sallaah 
Semirat A. Balogun 
Briana Caple 
Ilisha-Mona J. Lane 
Quasheeda T. Mosley 
Jeremi Nussbaum 
Charlene B. Raiford 

Nahom A. Saketa 
Rodney Thompson 
Zatta Togba 
 
MASTER OF 
LIBRARY SCIENCE 
 
SUMMA CUM LAUDE      
Hanin Abueida 
Rachel N. Ares 
Kelly M. Bryant 
Branden M. Charity 
George D. Cheatham 
Kathleen M. Cole 
Yadira M. Conyers 
Sara C. Farrell 
Flinn M. Gillan 
Anna C. Harkey 
Jordan C. Henes 
Julie N. Horne 
Kathryn E. Hurst 
Sara Jarrell 
Nicole M. Juarez 
Daniel Q. Maltby 
Haley A. McElligott 
Justin D. Milford 
Telea M. Munn 
Kyle T. Nguyen 
Felicia Rogers 
Taylor C. Schuler 
Heather R. Simpson 
Jaclin R. Taylor 
Meagan S. Thompson 
Laura Tolbert 
Casey Voss 
Oprah C. Whitfield 
Sarah K. Williams 
Emily Woods

MAGNA CUM LAUDE      
Hillary A. Bogers 
Amy Davis 
Sairung C. Estep 
Nia Kearney 
Laquantis Neal 
Jamilah M. Shepard 
Jalen D. Small 
Jasmin W. Wilder 

CUM LAUDE      
Jordao C. Blackwell 
Iris G. Carter 
Andrew Daniels 
Nichole De La Rosa 
Charmain C. Gibson 
Tameka Holmes 
Katrina Johnson  

LIBRARY SCIENCE    
Hanin Abueida
Rachel N. Ares
Jordao C. Blackwell
Hillary A. Bogers
Kelly M. Bryant
Iris G. Carter
Branden M. Charity
George D. Cheatham
Kathleen M. Cole
Yadira M. Conyers
Andrew Daniels
Amy Davis
Nichole De La Rosa
Sairung C. Estep
Sara C. Farrell
Charmain C. Gibson
Flinn M. Gillan
Asia Griffis
Anna C. Harkey
Jordan C. Henes
Tameka Holmes
Julie N. Horne
Kathryn E. Hurst
Sara Jarrell
Katrina Johnson
Nicole M. Juarez
Nia Kearney
Daniel Q. Maltby
Deja’ A. C. Martin
Haley A. McElligott
Justin D. Milford
Telea M. Munn
Laquantis Neal
Kyle T. Nguyen
Charlene B. Raiford
Felicia Rogers
Taylor C. Schuler
Jamilah M. Shepard
Heather R. Simpson
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Jalen D. Small
Jaclin R. Taylor
Meagan S. Thompson
Laura Tolbert
Casey Voss
Oprah C. Whitfield
Jasmin W. Wilder
Sarah K. Williams
Cameron Witherspoon
Emily Woods
Stella F. Yafneg    
 
SCHOOL  
OF LAW  
 
SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Aimee Bickers
Aimee S. Roix
Itzamara Wallace      

CUM LAUDE     
Michael Nystrom
Katelyn M. Riddle     
 
JURIS DOCTOR     

LAW     
Aimee Bickers
Alexis L. Clinton
Justin N. Hall
Gabriella Kluch
Angel A. McDuffie
Michael Nystrom
Madison K. Rhodes
Katelyn M. Riddle
Aimee S. Roix
Ana M. Romo Nieves
Daniel F. Villacorta
Itzamara Wallace
Sabrina L. Washington
Chelsey D. Williams

BACCALAUREATE CANDIDATES
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BACCALAUREATE CANDIDATES

COLLEGE OF ARTS, 
SOCIAL SCIENCES, 
AND HUMANITIES     

BACHELOR OF ARTS   

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Carrie A. Chan
Sean M. Johnson
Allexus D. Killian
Allyson Lawrence   

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Bryce B. Johnson
Jamison A. Mervin
Marquis A. Smith
Morgan D. White    

CUM LAUDE     
Tiana Y. Addison
Julius Amponsah
Kourtney D. Diggs
Aneesa D. Muhammad
Sierra N. Pendergrass
Rebecca M. Petrohoy
Kyree T. Wright  

ART     
Carrie A. Chan
Shanique Fowling
Sean M. Johnson
Sierra N. Pendergrass
Bronte M. Weatherford    

ENGLISH     
Bryce B. Johnson
Jamison A. Mervin
Aneesa D. Muhammad   

HISTORY      
Cameron I. Johnson 
Marquis A. Smith 
Morgan D. White 

INTERDISCIPLINARY 
STUDIES     
Kala M. Blackwell
Ashanti D. Drummond
Makiya Graves
Isaiah K. Lawson
Samuel R. McCrimmon
Damyia T. McDaniel
Noah B. McKinney
Anthony	 People
Elijah A. Perez
Anita L. Turner    

MASS COMMUNICATION     
Tiana Y. Addison
Sarah J. Affiah
Julius Amponsah
Horace L. Bridges
Marvin L. Crowder
Kourtney D. Diggs
Jessella M. Gaymon
Jayden A. Goldson
Keara A. Hawthorne
Love Johnson
Taliyah Jordan
Allexus D. Killian
Allyson Lawrence
Demonta A. Lowery
Cierra M. Lundy
Ahman Malik
Nia M. Mercer
Corey T. Ritter
Haylee M. Sanders
Justice A. Scott
Aneesa Shaw
Jalaysha N. Tucker
Denaijah White
Kyree T. Wright    

POLITICAL SCIENCE     
Samaria K. Jackson
William T. McCorkle 
Nyanna M. Sherrod
Ladarian Williams   

THEATRE     
Kyla U. I. Brown
Rebecca M. Petrohoy  
 
BACHELOR OF MUSIC 
 
MUSIC     
Jacob J. Boss
Samuel C. Doresty
Aaron M. Orr
Amaya L. Walker     
 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE    

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Jordyn Davis
Erick Espinoza
Tailah A. M. Jeanty
Monica Jenkins
Takia M. Nichols
Aniya Q. Palmer
Tinicha Whaley    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Craig L. Adams
Telia Barney
Paige F. Capers
Michael L. Cole
Kourtney L. Davis
Aniya K. Faulcon
Lashae M. Hardy
Sanaa Jones
Mary E. King
Donquarius Parker
Hanna G. Patterson
Kyalah M. Peebles Carmona
Jordan D. Roberts
Lanese S. Smith
Savanna Strommen
Harrison L. Taylor
Literry S. Tolliver
Arieyanna S. Wactor
Sophia L. Williams    
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CUM LAUDE      
Bryshia N. Brown 
Ashley R. Draughon 
Janiah L. Dunkley 
Joslyn A. Forney 
Connor M. Guin 
Daneya James 
Nina L. Johnson 
Brittany A. McCauley 
Linsey B. Mohlenhoff 
Danielle O. Moye 
Christopher Ordonez 
Niya L. Robinson 
Donaja N. Smith 
Sean K. Smith 
Jaelyn B. White-McPherson 
 
BEHAVIORAL AND  
SOCIAL SCIENCES   
Craig L. Adams
Brittany C. Bailey
Ja-nia L. Bailey
Telia Barney
Natasha R. Barrett
Abel J. Bautista Avelizapa
Angel L. Blount
Raven L. Boyd
Tarell T.	Clark
Taylor Cotten
Ilonna J. Crayton
Sharon C. Daniel
Geneva A. Davis
Kourtney L. Davis
Ashley R. Draughon
Tara S. Duncan
Dekayla S. Durden
Jaleesa L. Edwards
Jazlin S. Evans
Xzavier O. Fields
Saniya M. Fowler
Janaia C. Gatlin
Mayaunlae A. George
Trinity S. George
Tyron D. George
Shaneka Y. Grissett
Connor M. Guin
Ndya S. Hawkins
Dana N. Hudson
Mitchell D. Huggins

Stevie T. Humphrey
Tre’qwuan T. Jefferson
Monica Jenkins
Nina L. Johnson
Chenique J. Jones
Jacqueline S. Jones
Mary E. King
Mia Leak
Christine A. Leiva
Kendall C. Mahone
Stacey A. McEachin Thomas
Christian A. McLaurin
Aaliyah Mitchell
Tonya A. Moses-Hill
Jacora D. Murchison
Felita Newman
Bettylenah Njaramba
Syntyche T. Nkunda
Donquarius Parker
Shamika N. Parker
Quincy Patterson
Nicole Penn
Jamori C. Perrin
Carmen A. Phifer
Julian A. Price
Malecia J. Roberts
Jasmine R. Rogers
Kala Slade
Lanese S. Smith
Tyree D. Strickland
Savanna Strommen
Tracey Suggs
Niaosha Surles
Jenee A. Swinson
Krysta C. Tant
Ebony L. Tate
Mehki A. Wall
Tinicha Whaley
Jaelyn B. White-McPherson
Akira D. Williams
Amiyah M. Williams
David Williams
Tamijah L. Williams
Tanicka M. Williams
Wynter S. Williams
Shalina Williamson
Ryan T. Wynn
Jessica Young

CRIMINAL JUSTICE     
Keyshon E. Applewhite
Dianna M. Berry
Robin K. Boyd
Tiffany Branch
Bryshia N. Brown
Aara D. Bumphus
Paige F. Capers
Shalud R. Carmichael
Ki'azia L. Cheek
Nijah Cunningham
Jordyn Davis
Ta'quaviah N. Davis
Sekeyia A. DeJean
Janiah L. Dunkley
Leanna O. Edwards
Erick Espinoza
Aniya K. Faulcon
Leslie Gomez
Jeslyn M. Goodman
Dillon D. Graham
Muhaiya K. Hall
Lashae M. Hardy
Tiara Holley
Daneya James
Tailah A. M. Jeanty
Tyler Jordan D. Kendall
Isaiah M. Kozar
Anyae R. Lindsay
Jared D. Lowe
Ronald Mayes
Brittany A. McCauley
D'yanna M. Medina
Tashia Merritt
Jada M. Moye
Miles A. Murray
Takia M. Nichols
Aniya Q. Palmer
Tiana C. Payne
Kyalah M. Peebles Carmona
Curtis A. Piggee
Zaakira J. Price-El
Yahnae B. Quinn
Niya L. Robinson
Leilani A. Rush
Ariel M. Shipman
Donaja N. Smith
Olivia K. Smith
Sean K. Smith



* Denotes Student Service Impact Awardee  /  ** Denotes Valedictorian_________________________________________________________
Candidates are listed as of the printing of the program. The appearance of a name on this program is not proof of graduation. Only a notation on an Official Transcript is proof of graduation. 

Honors representation is based upon accumulated grades at the completion of the previous term.

25

Angel R. Thomas
Jayla S. Townes
Arieyanna S. Wactor
Tyronda T. Whitley
Taliyah Williams
Dynasty K. Wilson
Janiya J. L. Winfree   

FASHION, APPAREL, 
AND TEXTILE DESIGN 
Yukiyah J. Miles
Vera M. Parham

PSYCHOLOGY 
Kai I. Bryant
Dyanna Christian
Michael L. Cole
Jala B. Congleton
Diamond C. Curtis
Eylora D. Davis-Ding
Navaiha N. Dyson
Joslyn A. Forney
Xyimea J. Fuller
Skyah Grant
Ryan C. Hargrove
Shacari E. Harris
Rotisha S. Herndon*
Destiny H. Hines
Cameron Holmes
Danika Huffman
E'Mily Huger
Shayna Hunter
Sanaa Jones
Taylor M. Jones
Quatazjah N. Lattimore
Shakeena I. Lawrence
Egypt E. Legette
Chance M. Marshall
Sherman Mbachu
Jordan J. McGill
Linsey B. Mohlenhoff
Rayana A. Morris
Andrea M. Moses
Danielle O. Moye
Imarianna K. Nelson-Barr
Zae Norment
Eleboba P. Okafor
Christopher Ordonez
Najaia Parker
Kaziah T. Parsons

Hanna G. Patterson
Christine Pierre 
Dakota Rose M. Reyes Rodriguez
Haylie M. Richard
Jordan D. Roberts
Harrison L. Taylor
Moniqua Thomas
Literry S. Tolliver
Sophia L. Williams
Keneisha R. Young   

BACHELOR OF 
SOCIAL WORK  

SUMMA CUM LAUDE 
Naomi O. Acklin
Ana C. Rivera Rios    

CUM LAUDE 
Karina Acuenteco-Perez
Andrea D. Grier
KaMya M. Montgomery
Shimiea K. Williams  

SOCIAL WORK 
Naomi O. Acklin
Karina Acuenteco-Perez
Andrea D. Grier
Yontiana K. Hardison
Haliyah C. Marcelle
KaMya M. Montgomery
Angelia J. Pinkard
Ana C. Rivera Rios
Taleeya Y. Tapp
Shimiea K. Williams 

COLLEGE OF  
HEALTH AND 
SCIENCES

BACHELOR  
OF SCIENCE 

SUMMA CUM LAUDE 
Kyler I. Bowden
Michael Eghobamien**
Jhasiyana M. Gilliam 

Prasanna Devi Maruvada
Abelardo C. Ventura    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE 
Michaela Albright
Lourdes Anaya Flores
Sister Edith Asmah
Myahn L. Bracey
Nia Cosby
Jaden M. Flowers*
Deja K. Gissendanner
Maryam Heda
Luke H. Hernandez
Raven N. Johnson
Symiaya N. Leary
Nyla L. Rodgers
Loren Salhani
Fredrick S. Setser
Jared A. Stephens
Shia A. Tiwari
Jocelyn C. Towe
Zion T. Tyson   

CUM LAUDE 
Gabrielle N. Adams
Adriana Z. Andino
Savion E. Barbour
Jayvon C. Butler
Tekira C. Conrad
Rosalinda Cruz
Denay A. Cuffee
Adriana Delgado
Fatimata Diona
Ayanna M. Futrell
Tiana J. Gaymon
Rebecca K. Gikoyo
Matthew J. Greene
Jonathan Q. Harris 
Kalla M. Hosch
Lyrik-arie Krogfus
Sydney N. Lanier
Sabrynn N. Lineback
Rikki M. Little
Arianna N. Marcy
Khalis McDougald
Sindy D. Moncada
Rodriquez J. Moore
Raymond C. Olebunne
Chiazor A. Orduson 
Ibori Ovwigho 



* Denotes Student Service Impact Awardee  /  ** Denotes Valedictorian_________________________________________________________
Candidates are listed as of the printing of the program. The appearance of a name on this program is not proof of graduation. Only a notation on an Official Transcript is proof of graduation. 

Honors representation is based upon accumulated grades at the completion of the previous term.
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Dantrice L. Proctor
Lilian H. Ratliff
Jalea Roseboro
Biruktawit Sanbi*
Adelah A. Smith
Joshua Speaks
Samara C. Uzoma
Dawnya L. Washington
Alexus B. Williams
Jazmine A. Williams
Cimone Wilson
Kailyn N. Wilson    

BIOLOGY     
Michaela Albright
Bria Briggs
Kortney A. Finch
Ayanna M. Futrell
Grant Harris
Jaeda Harris
Bry’ona Hayes
Raven N. Johnson
Arianna N. Marcy
Raymond C. Olebunne
Jahime M. Perry
Jasmin A. Smith
Rhonia I. Thomas-Howard
Samara C. Uzoma
Abelardo C. Ventura
Kailyn N. Wilson
Safiatou Zibo   

BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES     
Lourdes Anaya Flores
Brandy Q. Boston
Sydney N. Lanier
Adelah A. Smith   

CHEMISTRY     
Niyah S. Hill
Denekia	L. Myers
Brittany D. Stanley  

CLINICAL RESEARCH     
Adriana Delgado
Fatimata Diona
Kalla M. Hosch
Lyrik-Arie Krogfus
Shia A. N. Tiwari
Alexandria S. Waller    

ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
GEOGRAPHIC SCIENCES     
Sister Edith Asmah
Nathan Berryhill
Jatez R. Hubbard
Sha-kiya Johnson
Sabrynn N. Lineback
Camara M. Lyons
Kevin E. Melendez
Sindy D. Moncada
Cimone Wilson   

KINESIOLOGY     
Khalia G. Beasley
Zoe A. M. Best
Kyler I. Bowden
C C M. Brunson 
Deneia C. K. Canty
Tekira C. Conrad
Jhasiyana M. Gilliam
Jaylen V. Green
Bradyn K. Griffin
Jonathan Q. Harris
Sakario D. Hilliard
Jaden A. Ingram
Kaylan D. Little
Lakendra M. Little
Rikki M. Little
Taylor A. Manning
Elijah E. Marsh
Samara McBryde
Khalis McDougald
Mickael K. Middleton
Rodriquez J. Moore
Ahdionna R. Pulley
Lilian H. Ratliff
Fredrick S. Setser
Imani M. Simmons
Jeffrey A. Simmons
Kennady Simmons
Jalyn D. Smoot
Joshua Speaks
Jared A. Stephens
Mylia I. Stinson
James S. Toler
Z'niyah M. Tyson
Jazmine A. Williams
Cameron Winchester
Jadah N. Worsley      

NUTRITION AND 
DIETETICS     
Adriana Z. Andino
Kayla M. Applewhite
Lily Chireix
Deja K. Gissendanner
Maryam Heda
Zakiya Jenkins
Prasanna Devi Maruvada   

PHARMACEUTICAL 
SCIENCES     
Rosalinda Cruz
Allaya T. Davis
Michael Eghobamien**
Ibori Ovwigho
Jalea Roseboro
Loren Salhani
Biruktawit T. Sanbi
Franchesca L. Shuler
Jocelyn C. Towe
Kaliel I. Wilson 
 
PHYSICS    
Jayvon C. Butler
Andrea N. Joseph
Thomas I. Parrish
Daija N. Ricks

PUBLIC HEALTH 
EDUCATION     
Dantrice L. Proctor
Alexus B. Williams 

RECREATION 
ADMINISTRATION     
Shelby J. Allen
Savion E. Barbour
Myahn L. Bracey
Nia Cosby
Jaden M. Flowers
Tiana J. Gaymon
Maurice Jones
Necy M. Lipscomb
Joshua A. Scott
Christian T. Smith
Jalen R. Thompson
Zion T. Tyson
Dawnya L. Washington
Victoria N. Watson   



Candidates are listed as of the printing of the program. The appearance of a name on this program is not proof of graduation. Only a notation on an Official Transcript is proof of graduation. 
Honors representation is based upon accumulated grades at the completion of the previous term.
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SPORTS MEDICINE    
Gabrielle N. Adams
Denay A. Cuffee
Rebecca K. Gikoyo
Luke H. Hernandez
Symiaya N. Leary
Chiazor A. Orduson
Nyla L. Rodgers
Janiya J. L. Winfree 
 
BACHELOR OF 
SCIENCE IN NURSING     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Natalie T. Fuller
Eureka D. Shaw 
 
MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Sharrell Gray
Natori N. Moore
Suji Park
Mary C. Williams
Mery Youssef   

CUM LAUDE     
Nar’Nish Davis
Daniela A. Delgado
Letisha Guasp
Tamara Horton
Ryan A. Pickett
 
NURSING     
Kayla T. Bruton
Nar’Nish Davis
Daniela A. Delgado
Natalie T. Fuller
Shayna Gladden
Jade A. Graham
Sharrell Gray
Domineek L. Green
Letisha Guasp
Tamara Horton
TaeLeasha Jones
Amber Knowles-Harwood
Chelsi Lawless
Janetta Little
Natori N. Moore
Suji Park
Ryan A. Pickett
Johnnika Pyles



* Denotes Student Service Impact Awardee  /  ** Denotes Valedictorian_________________________________________________________
Candidates are listed as of the printing of the program. The appearance of a name on this program is not proof of graduation. Only a notation on an Official Transcript is proof of graduation. 

Honors representation is based upon accumulated grades at the completion of the previous term.
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Eureka D. Shaw
Zareah Smith
Jasmyne A. R. Solomon
Mary C. Williams
Mery Youssef     
 
 
SCHOOL  
OF BUSINESS 

BACHELOR  
OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Gabriela Felix
Brianna N. Greenslade
Neira Joldic**
Jaden T. Mack
Sierra A. ONeil
Jayla R. Simons   

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Brishaun L. Cunningham
Justin P. Davis
Marquis D. Gallman
Brian M. Hardy
Jehzeel Hernandez
Hafsah Kurtpinar
Kayla L. Moore
Khalid Muhammad
Chioma J. Nwosu
Jayla S. Soares
Makayliah J. Talley
Nyree C. Tyner  

CUM LAUDE     
William L. Berry
Zaki A. Evans
Porche Hughes
Samaria K. Jackson
Noel S. Jenkins
Sydney Johnson
Michael Lorca-Wynter
Ahmad Mosley
Joshua E. Murray
Vanilla Murray
Ja'Mesiyah L. Norman
Milton E. Owens

Jalyn Platt
Cheryl D. Rainey
James B. Rand
Melvin R. Sanchez
Mishayla N. Spencer
Shamia A. Stevens
Nevaeh A. Sutton
Kyrah N. Taylor
Miracle R. White

ACCOUNTING     
Kenneth A. Armstrong
Alana L. Drumgold
Jehzeel Hernandez
Noel S. Jenkins
Khalif Muhammad
Myles J. Payne
James B. Rand
Makayliah J. Talley   
 
BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
Adedamola A. Adebimpe
Angel A. Aldridge
Dasia A.Bailey
William L. Berry
Reginald D. Boynton
Niya L. Chambers
Desmond D. Crosby
Brishaun L. Cunningham
Cora  T. Davis
Justin P. Davis
Haley Dublin
Milcah Edouard
Zaki A. Evans
Gabriela Felix
Jasmine C. Fewell
Marquis D. Gallman
John D. Grant
Matthew J. Greene
Brianna N. Greenslade
Brian M. Hardy
Justin Hardy
Jasmine V. Henderson
Joshua G. Hill
Jada N. Howard
Porche Hughes
Sydney Johnson
Neira Joldic**

Korey N. Jones
Elijah C. King
Hafsah Kurtpinar
Jaryen T. Little
John K. Lomax
Michael Lorca-Wynter
Jaden T. Mack
Shadea D. Mayo
Jamya S. McKnight
Kayla L. Moore
Jacari T. Morgan
Ahmad Mosley
Jaliyah M. Moten
Joshua E. Murray
Vanilla Murray
Ja’Mesiyah L. Norman
Chioma J. Nwosu
Sierra A. ONeil
Christane K. J. Ortiz
Krissyia Q. Overby
Milton E. Owens
Teonna T. Penn
Jalyn Platt
Lateisha Pulley
Cheryl D. Rainey
Casi Ravenell
Cardise A. Reed
Kalaya I. Riley
Brooklyn M. Rush
Melvin R. Sanchez
Jayla R. Simons
Myles Sims
Jayla S. Soares
Mishayla N. Spencer
Shamia A. Stevens
Nevaeh A. Sutton
Farleyson D. Tarley
Kyrah N. Taylor
Darmesha J. Terry
Nasir J. Turnage
Nyree C. Tyner
Miracle R. White
Jamir D. Williams
Taron I. Williams 

  
 



* Denotes Student Service Impact Awardee  /  ** Denotes Valedictorian_________________________________________________________
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BACHELOR  
OF SCIENCE     

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
David U. Bayekula
Richmond Crawford    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Giordanna I. Bobo
Arbaz S. Chanda
Makayla A. Garrett
Takejah O’Neal  

CUM LAUDE     
Andrew S. Boakye
Daejion C. Langley
Shamika Thompson
Betelihem A. Wereta
Eric A. Wynn   

COMPUTER SCIENCE  
AND BUSINESS     
Betelihem A. Wereta   

HOSPITALITY 
AND TOURISM 
ADMINISTRATION     
Giordanna I. Bobo
Bruce K. Davis
Jordan Flagg
Tina D. Harris
Yuki Temma
Shamika Thompson    

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY     
Yunis Ali
David U. Bayekula
Andrew S. Boakye
Keon Brown
Alexandre J. Burnett
Arbaz S. Chanda
Richmond Crawford
Makayla A. Garrett
Daejion C. Langley
Zachary E. McLean
Sevon K. D. Moore
Takejah O’Neal
Xavier C. Rhodes
Jada C. Stamfard

Cameron T. Taylor
Amaya J. Thomas
Eric A. Wynn     
 
 
SCHOOL OF 
EDUCATION      
 
BACHELOR  
OF ARTS    

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Tiffany T. Ennis
Kristina D. Joyce
Marcus Lorelli
Adriana A. Rueda
Claudja S. Sullivan Byrd
Marisa Wise 

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Caihia C. White*  

CUM LAUDE     
Shaiyla L. Moore
Elijah A. Perez
Dominique D. Simpson   

ELEMENTARY  
EDUCATION     
Tiffany T. Ennis
Kristina D. Joyce
Marcus Lorelli
Shaiyla L. Moore
Elijah A. Perez
Adriana A. Rueda
Dominique D. Simpson
Claudja S. Sullivan Byrd
Caihia C. White
Marisa Wise  
 
MIDDLE GRADES 
EDUCATION     
Glendon H. Rawlins

BACHELOR  
OF SCIENCE    

SUMMA CUM LAUDE     
Terri S. Burgess    

MAGNA CUM LAUDE     
Nazyia T. Davis
Taylor S. Hubbard   

CUM LAUDE     
Nya K. Lacy
Trinity E. Miles
Madison N. Royal
Reshaunda M. Sanders
Jayli A. Vaughan
Jacqueline D. Wade

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION     
Calbrielle Banks
Terri S. Burgess
Nazyia T. Davis
K'zharia Floyd
J'ayajah D. Harry
Taylor S. Hubbard
Nya K. Lacy
Trinity E. Miles
Macy A. Morgan
Tilauny J. Noel-Washington
Leiyah Phair-Robinson
Madison N. Royal
Amaya Z. Ruffin
Reshaunda M. Sanders
Erica J. A. Tuck
Jayli A. Vaughan
Jacqueline D. Wade
Ta’asia Whitley
Jayla J. Williams
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DEPARTMENTAL DEGREE DISTRIBUTION
Immediately following the ceremony unless otherwise indicated

ALLIED PROFESSIONS
H.M. Michaux Jr. School of Education Building, 
Second Floor

ART AND DESIGN
NCCU Art Museum

BEHAVIORAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Miller-Morgan Health Sciences Building,  
Second Floor Lobby

BIOLOGY AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 1111

BUSINESS 
School of Business Building, Lobby 
829 E. Lawson St.

CHEMISTRY & BIOCHEMISTRY
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 1223

COMMUNICATION SCIENCES  
AND DISORDERS
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 1229

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Albert N. Whiting Criminal Justice Building, Room 201

ENVIRONMENTAL, EARTH  
AND GEOSPATIAL SCIENCE
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 1233

EDUCATION
H.M. Michaux Jr. School of Education Building, Atrium

HISTORY
Helen G. Edmonds Classroom Building, Room 201B

KINESIOLOGY AND  
RECREATION ADMINISTRATION
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 1221

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
Farrison-Newton Communications Building, Room 347

MASS COMMUNICATION
Farrison-Newton Communications Building, Lobby

MATHEMATICS & PHYSICS
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 1223 

MUSIC
NCCU Art Museum

NURSING
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 1229

NUTRITION SCIENCES
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 1225

PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 2221

POLITICAL SCIENCE
Helen G. Edmonds Classroom Building, Room 105

PSYCHOLOGY
Taylor Education Building, First Floor Lobby

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Albert N. Whiting Criminal Justice Building, Room 212

PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCATION
Mary M. Townes Science Complex, Room 1234

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WORK
Miller-Morgan Health Sciences Building,  
Second Floor Lobby

THEATRE AND DANCE
Farrison-Newton Communications Building, Room 103



At a cost of $3.24 each, 2,000 copies of this public document was printed for a total of $6,482.40 in the Fall of 2025.



I hereby solemnly pledge unbroken allegiance to my alma mater 
in appreciation for the opportunities for development afforded 

me as a student at North Carolina Central University.

I pledge active membership in the Alumni Association wherever 
I may be. Through association with fellow alumni, I shall ever do 

my best to uphold the ideals and traditions of my alma mater. 

I pledge as a citizen to exemplify the high ideals thus implied, 
seeking truth always, rendering positive service to community, 

state, and nation, and so to live as ever to bring honor and 
respect to my alma mater.

induction into the alumni association 
pledge of allegiance





the alma mater
Dear Old N.C.C.
Annie D. Shepard
Harry T. Burleigh

The sloping hills, the verdant green,
The lovely blossoms’ beauteous sheen
Surround our college proud and gay
Where wave our colors, Maroon and Gray
What matters it how far we roam,
Our thoughts will oft return to home
And hearts will e’er be true to thee,
Our Alma Mater, N.C.C.

REFRAIN:
Then Rah! Rah! Rah! for our colors so gay,
Dear Old N.C.C.’s Maroon and Gray;
Thy Sons and Daughters will honor thee,
Dear Old N.C.C.

II
We’ve gathered here to fit our lives
As from the darkness light revives
So let us hail, both night and day
Our glorious colors, Maroon and Gray.
We’ll ever love and honor thee,
For thou hast taught us loyalty.
Then let our watchword “Service” be 
To Alma Mater, N.C.C.

III
You send us forth with hearts of love
So like a blessing from above,
And from the path we’ll never stray.
Our dear Alma Mater, Maroon and Gray
We’ll work and fight, we’ll win our way.
When duty calls, we shall obey.
And may we e’er return to thee,
Our Alma Mater, N.C.C.
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